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DEVELOPING A COMMUNITY PARTICIPATIVE NEEDS 
ANALYSIS: EMPOWERING COMMUNITY VOICES AND 
ACTION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tony Naidoo, Professor, Stellenbosch University, South Africa 
 
There is a growing interest among health professionals and academics 
to find new ways to study and address complex health and social 
problems. This has intersected in recent years with the increasing 
community demands for research that is community-based rather than 
merely community-placed.  This has given rise to the potential of 
action-oriented and community-partnered approaches to health and 
social sciences research. This alternative paradigm has been termed 
community-based participatory research (CBPR). The Kellogg 
Foundation’s Community Scholars Programme has defined CBPR in 
the health field as “a collaborative approach to research that equitably 
involves all partners in the research process and recognizes the unique 
strengths that each brings. CBPR begins with a research topic of 
importance to the community with the aim of combining knowledge 

and action for social change to improve community health and 
eliminate health disparities.”   
   CBPR is unlike the more traditional applied research paradigm in 
which the outside researcher largely determines the questions asked, 
the tools employed, the interventions developed, and the kinds of 
results and outcomes developed, documented and valued. 
Fundamental to CBPR is “who has the right to  speak, to analyze and 
to act” (Hall, 2002, p. 22).  This new attitude has an impact on 
determining how, by and for whom the research is conceptualised and 
conducted. It has an impact on the corresponding location of power at 
every stage of the research process.   
   This presentation will describe the genesis, conceptualisation and 
emergence of a needs assessment project in a small rural community 
in South Africa. I will delineate the process of embedding the 
emerging project within a CBPR framework as well as the co-created 
knowledge, actions, benefits and lessons that have accrued from this 
interaction.  
 
 
 



HOW CRITICAL IS “CRITICAL COMMUNITY PSYCHOLOGY”? 
 

 
 
Moslih Kanaaneh, Professor, Birzeit University, Palestine  

 
The present key not presentation consists of three complementary 
components:  
   1) Culture relativism is widely acknowledged in psychology, and 
the significance of culture to the comprehension of the psychological 
makeup of individual human beings can no longer be ignored. I argue, 
however, that the relationship between culture and the psyche is either 
misunderstood or underestimated in psychology. If community 
psychology, as a sub-discipline, truly wants to be a culture-sensitive 
alternative to the universalistic general psychology, it has to redefine 
and re-conceptualize its human subject. 
   2) There is a strong tendency in the so-called “critical 
community psychology”, applicable to the Third World 
societies, to consider colonialism as a somewhat unified and 
homogeneous phenomenon producing more-or-less similar 
colonial conditions of oppression, deprivation and 
discrimination in the colonized societies. Sketching the various 

types of colonialism, I rather argue that the Palestinian situation 
is a unique case of colonization, stemming from the uniqueness 
of Israel and it is relation to the Palestinians. I argue that Israel 
has since 1948 been pursuing a “sociocide” towards the 
Palestinians, whereby the society is systematically infected with 
internal anomalies and malfunctions which would ultimately 
lead to the society’s disintegration  and break-down. 
Community psychology in Palestine has thus to be, not a 
psychology of healing (as in the West), nor of liberation (as in 
Latin America), nor of emancipation (as in Africa), but of 
survival and redemption.  
   3) The analysis of self-narrated autobiographies of 
Palestinians indicates that the group of Palestinians that can be 
physically, geographically and sociologically considered a 
community, can be  tremendously different in terms of identity-
crisis-management and resolution, and consequently in terms 
of basic psychological makeup, to the extend that they may not 
be psychologically considered a community.  This leads back to 
the second component above: Palestinian community in the 
approach of community psychology needs to be redeemed and 
reconstructed rather than assumed a priori.  
 

 



RETHINKING CARE IN A GLOBAL CONTEXT: MENTAL 
HEALTH CONCERNS OF CHILDREN AND ADOLESCENTS 
 

 
 
Usha S. Nayar 
Professor, Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai and Visiting 
Professor, the New School University, New York 
 
Since, last decade, World Health Organization has brought out 
comprehensive analytical reports on caring for mental health needs of 
children and adolescents as important dimensions of social 
investment. However, the present situation of mental health of 
children worldwide is serious concern. We are faced with a global 
culture at a speed that no one quite expected or anticipated and our 
children seem to be the pioneers in global connectivity. They belong 
to different income groups, ethnicity and cultures but they are all 
witnessing a seamless world of competition, consumerism and 
conflict. Our children are not only exposed to war but are vulnerable 
to it via television and other media outlets, they are abused and 
neglected due to family circumstances, they are first hand 

experiencing lack of human security, food security, child poverty, 
natural disasters and acute stress (home, school and community) due 
to manmade crisis. And, we helping service professional community 
are witnessing the loss of what McLuhan used to refer to the 
"innocence of childhood".    
   There are very active agencies successfully lobbying for child 
rights, however, there is still a large at-risk group of children who are 
suffering from depression, ADHD, bipolar symptoms, fear, anxiety, 
anger, anti-sociality, bullying, drug abuse, attempt to suicides and 
more. The age of stress related problems is progressively getting 
younger which is also manifesting in psycho-somatic disorders such 
as obesity, blood pressure and heart related problems. The urgency of 
looking at a community to play a larger role in the sustainability of 
childhood and therefore towards the wellbeing of children is crucial. 
While psychologists are dabbling with various theories of childhood, 
let us rise to this challenge by no longer restricting to merely 
examining individual children but by trying to grasp the full range of 
complexities in children's lives and then provide them with a strong 
and stable community support systems.  
   Robert Putnam's conceptualization of social capital did not include 
children as creators, however, with the connectivity among children 
being the highest; the virtual world has contributed immensely to a 
new dimension of socialization and creation of social capital. Porous 
geographical boundaries has allowed generations of children to 
understand otherwise "foreign" concepts as part of their language. We 
are seeing a new kind of resilience and this resilience can be utilized 
positively for children and adolescents in adverse circumstances.  
   The presentation will raise issues and concerns regarding "care" 
when understanding mental health of children and adolescents and 
will seek solutions in a contemporary world where local and global 



can meet. Psychologists are facing many challenges however our 
solutions can be successful if we: 1. Learn from Children and 
adolescents and consider them as citizens and agency for their own 
well-being. 2. Be in direct contact with families, schools and care 
givers in the community. 3. Recognize new care giving roles 
including extended family. 4. Play our role with mindfulness in 
participating in child related policies for their education and 
development. 5. Help implement and periodically evaluate these 
policies nationally and internationally. 6. Create new agenda for 
research for the wellbeing of children and adolescents resulting into 
programs and progressive policy changes. 
 

 
 
 
RESEARCH ON MORAL DEVELOPMENT, SOCIAL 
REPRESENTATIONS AND HUMAN RIGHTS 
 
Cleonice Camino 
Graduate Program in Social Psychology, Federal University of 
Paraíba, João Pessoa, PB., Brazil 
 

This presentation provides an overview of research on Moral 
Development and Human Rights - HR - developed by the Center for 
Research on Socio-Moral Development - NPDSM - Department of 
Psychology at the Federal University of Paraíba – PB, Brazil. 

The studies conducted about moral development have relied on the 
theories of Jean Piaget and Lawrence Kohlberg to investigate, in 
children, adolescents and adults, if moral development is related to: 1 
– maternal socialization practices, 2 - bio-demographic and 
psychological variables such as age, sex, cognitive levels, educational 
level, empathy skills etc., and 3 – variables related to differences in 
socioeconomic and political contexts such as social class, type of 
school, government ideologies etc. In addition to these correlation 
researches, studies also have been conducted to verify how values 
have been transmitted by the media, textbooks and schools; and, 
finally, studies using quasi-experimental methodology were 
conducted to verify the promotion of moral development in children, 
adolescents and adults. 

The studies conducted on HR have been based on a psychosocial 
approach connecting Piagetian constructivism to the Theory of Social 
Representations. Studies have investigated: 1 - knowledge and 
definition of HR and 2 – levels of involvement with the 
implementation of HR. Like the studies on moral development, 
researches tried to relate HR to variables such as maternal 
socialization practices, bio-demographic and psychological variables, 
and variables related to socioeconomic and political contexts. 
 



 
 
 
EVOLUTIONARY SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGY IN BRAZIL: AN 
OVERVIEW AND A FEW EXAMPLES 
 
Maria Emília Yamamoto 
Psychobiology Graduate Program, Universidade Federal do Rio 
Grande do Norte, Brazil 
 
The evolutionary approach to Psychology offers an integration 
between biological and cultural determinants of the behavior and 
suggests that the human mind works through evolved psychological 
mechanisms, evocative of the environment of evolutionary 
adaptedness. These mechanisms are emotions, preferences and 
propensities which were selected because they helped our ancestors to 
survive and reproduce. This is a new discipline and in Brazil it gained 
visibility and strength with the emergence of the group of the Institute 
of the Millennium on Evolutionary Psychology in 2005, supported by 
CNPq. This group, composed by 25 researchers and their graduate 
students, is representative of the Brazilian Evolutionary Psychology 
and is present in eight universities. One of the main lines of research 

in this group is Developmental Evolutionary Psychology, which 
investigates infant care and mothering styles. Other lines of research 
are closer to Social Psychology, such as future discounting, social 
support networks, cooperation and group coalition. I will briefly 
discuss the results on future discounting, and cooperation and group 
coalition. 
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