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1.0 STRUCTURE OF THE WORKSHOP 

This report summarises the key research areas identified in the INDEMB Workshop 

Managing Societal Changes in India organized at NTNU on 18-19th June, 2012. The workshop, 

organized within a timeframe of one month, was conceived at the behest of The Norwegian 

Research Council to supplement the existing INDNOR program by including a focus on 

humanities and social sciences through identifying important research, policy and 

implementation challenges that may be mitigated through undertaking focused research in 

India. The workshop derived its main impetus through the keynote speeches followed by a 

detailing of the following four thematic areas: Sustainable Development; Health and 

Livelihoods; Conflict Management; Society, Culture and Environmental Challenges. 

The main input of the workshop in terms of streamlining focus areas was derived from the 

parallel workshops and the concluding panel discussion. The four thematic areas were 

further divided to include the following sub-themes:  

Sustainable Development 

 Transition to a Sustainable Energy System  

 Urban Management 

 Disaster Management 

Health and Livelihoods 

 Mental and Community Health Promotion 

 Livelihoods Promotion 

Conflict Management 

 Distributive Justice 

 Environmental Insecurity 

Society, Culture and Environmental Challenges 

 Growth-related Challenges 

 Social Inclusion and Exclusion 

 Religion, Ethics and Power 
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2.0 ORGANISATION 

The Workshop was organised in light of the following percepts: 

- CMI Bergen was asked to forward the structure of the INDEMB Workshop planned 

under their auspices on 12-13th June.  This was done to avoid repeating the themes 

being covered by them. 

- NTNU Central Administration was requested to send over the list of departments 

which had organised seminars in close collaboration with their Indian partners in 

October 2011 during the India Week hosted by NTNU. These departments at NTNU 

were invited to suggest thematic areas and propose names for speakers from India. 

- A similar invitation was sent to the University in Oslo, Agder University and The 

Norwegian Institute for Urban and Regional Research (NIBR) to gather their 

willingness to participate in the proposed workshop and derive ideas for themes and 

speakers.  

- Departments who had pre-existing research networks in India with an earmarked 

research focus contributed towards identifying the thematic areas and the 

subsequent sub-themes.  

We would like to thank The Research Council and NTNU Central Administration for their kind 

support and encouragement in organizing this workshop. NTNU's leadership/rector is 

strategically supporting cooperation with India and the workshop was opened by Pro-rector 

for Research, Kari Melby, NTNU (refer annex 1 for opening speech). 

3.0 APPROACH 

The main approach adopted in this workshop was to invite speakers from India who have 

had years of experience in the field and churn out the future research directions in light of 

their experience and knowledge of the local context. The two keynote speeches were 

delivered by senior Indian social scientists followed by 15 presentations made by Indian 

researchers and practitioners. A total of 10 presentations were made by Norwegian 

researchers who have been working in close collaboration with Indian partners and have had 

extensive research experience in India. In the last part of the workshop, a panel comprised 

of a senior social scientist from India, three Norwegian researchers and an English researcher 

was organised. Cases drawn from India form an integral part of the research enquiry of the 

Norwegian and the English researchers, along with extensive stays and close collaboration 
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with Indian research partners.  The basic premise was to have a blend of a senior Indian 

researcher and young non-Indian researchers to generate discussions on how the two 

generations regard the developmental challenges in India. 

Invitations were sent across Norway to all the universities and research institutions working 

within the field of Humanities and Social Sciences to join the workshop. Invitations were also 

sent to The Indian Embassy in Norway, The Norwegian Embassy in India, The Norwegian 

Research Council and The Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Norway.  

The workshop was attended by 63 scholars forming a mix of researchers and practitioners 

working on India. The Norwegian Research Council was represented by Ms. Irene Camilla 

Grime, Senior Executive Officer, Division for Society and Health.  
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4.0 Abstract of Keynote speeches 

Abstract - I Keynote- Social and Spatial Exclusion in India: Challenges to 
Sustainability 

Dr. Amitabh Kundu, Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU), India  

The first keynote speech started off by urging the researchers to expand the discourse on 

sustainability by bringing in some of the vital concerns for human development – concerns 

for distributional justice, health and education etc. Analysis of sustainable development 

must extend beyond ecology to include contemporary considerations, for example, 

corporate social responsibility. In light of India’s vulnerability to climate change, Dr. Kundu 

emphasized that India urgently needs to undertake a sectoral and spatial review of its 

economic activities in order to filter the impacts of our growth strategies.  He believed that 

exclusionary economic growth poses a major threat to sustainable development, thereby 

validating the topic of his presentation. His talk focused the dimensions of spatial and social 

exclusion respectively and he further cited cases of their mutual overlap. 

Though India’s economic growth rate has been noticeable in the past decade or so, it has not 

coincided with rate of reduction in poverty. In order to analyse this fact further, he cited 

existing relative measures of inequality in 22 large Indian states to highlight that regional 

inequality is very high in India. Simultaneously, the rural-urban inequality has also shown 

very high rate of increase in gaps based on per capita consumption expenditure. The rural-

urban inequality is much more alarming in 2009-2010 and the rate at which this gap is 

growing has gone up much faster. Even at a dismal figure of 28 INR per capita/day, 33%of 

India’s population is living below the poverty line and though there is a distinct decline in 

poverty in urban and rural areas, income elasticity of poverty reduction is much less than 

other southeast Asian countries. At the state level, urban-rural inequality remains very sharp 

even in some of the most developed states of India, which basically highlights that the 

growth impulses emanating from the urban areas have not gone to rural areas. With regard 

to the backward states of India, high growth rate has not translated into poverty reduction. 

Growth in relatively backward states has come primarily from the assets of mineral 

resources and land. These states incidentally also coincide with the mega scams marring 

Indian political scenario thereby indicating that first and foremost, mineral resources have 

been exploited and the benefits of income being generated through these resources have 

not been transferred to the local population and have become the bastion of political 

leaders and the administrators. In most cases, administrators and political leaders have 
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converted their public position into private trading posts. As a result, much of the income 

which is being generated has gone out of the state, in some cases out of the country, and 

has not reached the local populace. Dr. Kundu contended that the Maoist violence plaguing 

these backward states can trace its roots into the indiscreet use of resources and the 

annihilation of local population from the resources. Spatial exclusion remains one of the 

major factors responsible for the problems to sustainability.  

Social exclusion manifests itself in various formats in India. Dr. Kundu cited, both 

quantitatively and qualitatively, cases of gender discrimination, discrimination against 

scheduled castes (SC) and scheduled tribes (ST) and discrimination against Muslim 

population taking place in India. And despite impressive growth rates of 9%, inequality 

measures have gone up across social groups. He stated that while spatial exclusion and 

annihilation of the tribal population from the development process resulted in over-

exploitation of resources and adverse ecological footprints in the backward areas, similarly 

when there is social exclusion in the growth process and when growth is supported by only 

20-30% of the population, the growth process automatically becomes volatile and 

fluctuating. The marginalized social sections start depending on their survival strategies 

which includes larger and less efficient use of natural resources particularly fossil fuel while 

the economy at large may be having modern technologies.  

Spatial and social exclusion overlap to produce specific geographies of exclusion as 

manifested in gap between tribal / non-tribal, upper castes / lower castes, Muslim / non-

Muslim population and the manifestation of these gaps gap in particular locations.  Research 

studies have shown that there is distinct differentiation in access to good quality high 

education (top engineering and business management institutions) depending on whether 

the entire education was in rural or urban areas. Whereas only 10% of students in these 

institutions came from rural background, there was a perceptible and total absence of SCs 

and STs, with their entire education in rural areas, in these institutions. Social exclusion is 

also clearly being manifested through the rural-urban divide. Mobility of SC/ST and Muslim 

population from rural to urban areas has declined. The overall rate of migration from rural to 

urban areas is also declining and that is a major component of spatial exclusion. Pointing to 

the phenomenal rise of urban centers in India and their varied population distribution, Dr. 

Kundu quoted the case of decline in population growth in top 23 million+ cities. This clearly 

points to the fact that cities are becoming exclusionary and is consciously not absorbing the 

poor, unskilled migrants. For example, population has declined in absolute terms in central 

areas of Mumbai and Delhi. Depopulation of central areas in many large cities implies that 
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poor, unskilled labourers are being pushed to the peripheries and the central areas are being 

“sanitized”. This has clearly very high negative connotations for access to livelihood 

opportunities for the urban poor.  Even a perfunctory glance at the National urban renewal 

policies establish the fact that all these policies are geared towards the big cities with very 

low emphasis on small and medium sized urban centers, which means that even if big cities 

are developed, it is unlikely that these urban centers will allow massive immigration into the 

cities.  

In light of these two formats of exclusion, Dr. Kundu quoted the following figures to shed 

light on the challenges taken up in the last section of his speech: 

- Out of India’s 1200 million population, 390 million is in workforce, out of which 230 

million is working in the primary (and processing) sector.  

- Most conservative estimates for population projection for India puts a figure of 1600 

million in 2050resulting in a net of 820 million in workforce. This amounts to an 

projected increase of 410 million jobs in 2050.  

In light of the existing saturation of the primary sector, rural-urban inequality and the 

concentration of growth in the urban centers, it is necessary to rethink development in new 

directions. He emphasized that management of demographic, social and economic transition 

should be the major issues engaging the policy makers. Some of pertinent issues which he 

raised in guiding us towards fruitful research endeavours  are enumerated below: 

- How to create skill formation to absorb the extra labour force of 410 million in 2050? 

- Are we creating the right education platforms? 

- How to strengthen the infrastructure of small and medium towns? 

- How to strengthen the infrastructure of rural areas? 
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Abstract - II Keynote- Nature, Culture and Power in Everyday Life: New 
Directions for Research 

Dr. Amita Baviskar, Institute of Economic Growth, India  

The second keynote speech started off with highlighting how the current definitions of 

poverty with its solitary focus on deprivation and exclusion – from assets, livelihoods, social 

welfare and everything that goes to stifle human capabilities and entitlements – do not have 

the capability to appreciate the fact that deprivation and exclusion are not simply conditions, 

they are social relations.  Dr. Baviskar’s questions were directed towards analysing the 

power play in Indian societies. The poor are poor because there are powerful social actors 

that render them poor and reproduce their poverty.  She highlighted that in the process of 

focusing on these powerful social actors, we have concentrated almost exclusively on the 

state, what is often called its ‘lack of political will’, that is, on its elite capture and its fitful 

record of social welfare.  What we do not study are the rich and powerful sections of society.  

There are thousands of studies of poor tribals in forests and slum-dwellers in cities.  She 

questioned the focus of existing research studies with reference those social groups who 

create and maintain poverty and exploitation, of the relations of power between the poor 

and the workings of corporate finance, real estate developers, industrial business houses, or 

political families.  The challenge is that ‘studying up’ as it is called is extremely difficult.  For 

example, we can stay in a Dalit village or a city slum and people will welcome us and share 

every aspect of their life with us, but the rich are harder to reach.  They can screen access 

and they can censor original research work (as the journalist who wrote Polyester Prince on 

the astonishing success of Dhirubhai Ambani found out).  But this is crucially important 

research, something that requires our ingenuity and most persistent efforts, if we are to 

ever understand what makes the ‘poor’ poor.  Studying the poor and thinking of how to 

make them lead more virtuous, more sustainable, more internally democratic lives is surely 

only one part of the equation; why don’t we subject the rich to the same scrutiny and 

standards?  She outlined that one outstanding exemplar of this kind of research is the study 

by anthropologists and activists Felix Padel and Samarendra Das on Vedanta and its 

unsuccessful project to mine bauxite in the Niyamgiri hills in Orissa.  On this note, Dr. 

Baviskar urged us to study up and examine the relations of power in which the poor and 

those who are supposed to protect and uphold their rights—that is, the state—are 

embedded, so that we can better fight against poverty and dispossession. 
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The main substance of her talk concerned itself with the fact that we are living within an 

unfolding global financial crisis, one that may perhaps finally bring an end to the triumphalist 

narrative of growth that we have been living with for more than 20 years: that growth is a 

necessary and sufficient condition for human welfare.  What the cult of growth has given us 

is ‘accumulation by dispossession’ as David Harvey calls it, a model of extractive 

industrialization and urbanization based on the forced acquisition of the assets of the poor, 

with the state playing a key, facilitating role.  Both rural and urban areas have witnessed 

great waves of privatization and commodification as water and land-based resources have 

been seized for SEZs, ports, mining, dams, steel plants, nuclear installations, and projects of 

bourgeois environmentalism in rural and urban areas: protected wilderness areas and ‘clean 

and green’ cities.  The ensuing displacements have sparked off protests that have taken 

different ideological and strategic forms, social movements across different scales.   

But what is equally noticeable is the failure of protest, the absence of systematic 

mechanisms for listening to people and addressing their concerns.  Though India is world’s 

largest democracy, electoral politics have made no discernible difference to this scenario.  

Why is it that issues of displacement and human development don’t matter politically?  

Around 300BC, Kautilya, the great political philosopher wrote a text called Arthashastra, a 

treatise on governance, where he described four modes of rule: saam, daam, danda, bhed.  

Bhed was the strategy of dividing one’s enemies as, for example, with the urban squatters 

who when faced with displacement, often do not come together to defend their settlement, 

but are divided by state-devised criteria of eligibility for resettlement.  Disciplining by 

dividing is the strategy of bhed.  Danda is repression, quite straightforward: ruling by 

invoking the fear of punishment and state violence.  Daam is the strategy of buying off your 

opponents, neutralizing them by bribes and gifts.  But the first one—saam—is the subtlest of 

all.  Saam means equal treatment, respectful negotiation, inclusion in public discussion and 

debate.  And this form of cooptation into the public sphere, which is both open-ended and 

ambiguous, is a crucial part of understanding the problem of consent—a classic conceptual 

problem as well as a political problem—why do people consent to their own exploitation? 

Understanding the problem of consent requires that we focus on everyday practices (not 

only the more dramatic, extraordinary moments of conflict and confrontation), on modes of 

thought and action that are routinized, ruled by habit and socialisation, where change 

happens slowly, subtly but powerfully.  When we look at this realm of everyday life, I think 

we come closer to understanding how consent is produced.  How people are recruited to the 

project of development, seemingly of their own will.  And that is through the promise of 
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inclusion, of saam—equal respectful treatment, that you’re as good as anybody else.  But 

one may ask: given the profound inequalities that shape life in India, how is the strategy of 

saam sustained?  I would argue that saam works by harnessing desires, by cultivating the 

dream of higher economic and social status as well as the desire to be a better moral being, 

it combines ideologies of self-improvement with the notion of inclusion in the public sphere.  

The poor enrol themselves in these projects to have a better life: they save money, they 

send their children to English medium schools, they cling to the façade of respectability 

offered by so-called ‘white-collar’ jobs as security guards and courier delivery agents.  In 

western Madhya Pradesh, adivasis (tribals) became bhagats (Hindu).  In Delhi’s slums, as 

Asher Ghertner’s research shows, people threatened with displacement still subscribed to 

the idea that the CWG 2010 would beautify the city. 

But the biggest and most significant arena where the promise of inclusion beckons and 

where Dr. Baviskar believed the business of consent is settled is that of consumption.  She 

used the case of increasing consumption of processed food in India to illustrate this point. 

Some of pertinent issues which she raised and which provides us with guiding directions for 

future research are enumerated below: 

- Studying development processes in their ecologically and culturally defined contexts, 

- Unearthing sites for exploring the diverse ways in which Indians construct cultural 

identities which cross-fertilise with imagined traditions and desired modernities, 

- Processes of social formation—cultural being and becoming—by relating them to 

shifts in the modes of production and consumption,  

- Studying processes that directly affect livelihood – for example, food provisioning is 

no longer ecologically and economically sustainable; polluted and depleted water 

and soil have created a crisis in the countryside that directly affects farmers’ lives and 

livelihoods.  The most extreme manifestation of this crisis is the spate of suicides 

among farmers in agro-ecological settings as disparate as Punjab, Kerala and central 

Maharashtra and Karnataka. 

(For the entire presentation, please refer to Annex 3)  
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5.0 CONTENT 

This section highlights the main research issues identified in the different sessions.  

Session 1 – Sustainable Development  

5.1 Transition to a Sustainable Energy System 

Economic and Institutional Aspects of Renewables – Anoop Singh, IIT Kanpur, 

India 

Scalable Business Models for Access to Energy –  Manoj Mahata, Technology 

and Action for Rural Advancement (TARA), India 

A brief overview of the Links project– Christian Skar, NTNU 

Access to energy is one of the key development issues for India, where over 300 million 

people still do not have reliable access to electricity. In the past decade, there has been a 

massive effort by the Govt. of India to improve this situation, both by investment in 

infrastructure, as well as regulatory and policy changes. This has made possible the entry of 

the private sector, both at large and small scale, into the generation and distribution of 

power, as well as increased role of renewable resources in this. The scale of the challenge, 

however, poses some problems. 

In order to provide universal access to electricity, India needs to add power generation 

capacity that is more than the current installed capacity of the entire European Union, over 

the next decades. The route Indian policy makers choose for this has, therefore, big 

implications for the entire world and the global energy system. The route Indian policy 

makers choose for this has, therefore, big implications for the entire world and the global 

energy system. The key agenda for this session was to  

- Highlight the developments, challenges and issues that are arising as a result of the 

changes to energy policy, regulations and investments in the energy sector 

- Bring focus on India’s place in the global energy system and highlight the links 

between policy, markets, finance and its impact on the energy system in order to 

identify information gaps and key areas for research collaboration. 

Three presentations were made as part of the session where the first presentation focused 

on scaling up the deployment of renewables for rural energy and presented an analysis of 
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the reasons why some apparently economically viable renewable energy projects fail and 

the barriers in replicating successful projects at a large scale. The key message from the 

presentation was that the barriers to deployment of renewable energy for off-grid 

application are less related to technical issues and more related to economic, social and 

institutional issues. The second presentation brought forth the practitioner’s point of view in 

implementing projects focused on ‘energy based development’ through focusing on the 

challenges in achieving scale and sustainability in the provision of access to clean energy to 

the poorest populations in India. The need to develop knowledge on the market at a scale 

beyond individual projects and the importance of institutional partnerships was highlighted. 

In the ensuing discussion, the need for more data on business models for decentralized 

renewable energy was raised as an issue. The third presentation expanded on the LinkS 

project, which is a multi-disciplinary work involving the use of different types of energy 

system models for studying long term climate change mitigating strategies. The presentation 

introduced the different models the project is working with, how these models work 

together and the ambitious target of integrating the use of technical models in comparative 

policy studies. 

Sustainable development of India's energy system is a massive challenge as the development 

must be sustainable in the sense that more people must be allowed to increase their energy 

consumption while the production of this energy must be sustainable in a global climate 

perspective. Following a meeting with the presenters, the most important issues for 

research and possible research collaboration were identified. The central issue is the 

challenge of achieving efficiency and sustainability in the Indian energy system. This leads us 

to highlight the following macro, micro and theoretical issues related to economic and 

business analysis. 

At the macro level, this translates into research for better understanding and explanation of 

the risks and information flow in connection with investments and market interactions 

within given policy and regulatory environments. This would constitute research on Policy, 

Regulations and Policy Modeling; Applications for market forecasting, real options and 

stochastic programming for evaluating and addressing risks; Energy Markets and Pricing; 

Energy Economics and Finance; Energy Efficiency and Project Finance.  

At the micro level, this translates into research for better understanding of the challenges in 

achieving scale and sustainability in projects for increasing access to energy through 

renewable resources, especially in areas that are chronically underserved. This would 
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constitute research on the Role of Entrepreneurship in provision of access to energy; 

Business Models for energy generation and distribution; Opportunities, Risks and Challenges 

arising from developments in the policy, regulations, institutional, financial and social 

settings for such projects; Assessment of (regional) economic development trends and their 

influence on access to renewable energy; Market and Value Chain analysis of renewable 

energy projects; Financing models for renewable energy projects; Risk Analysis for 

renewable energy projects, including investment risk; Human Resource status and training 

need assessment to complement emerging renewable energy initiatives in India. 

From a theoretical perspective, we see a shift in recent literature from development aid 

towards business based solutions to address the challenges of development and people 

living in poverty. Despite the growing role of social and business entrepreneurs in providing 

energy services to the poor, however, the bottom billion and poverty in general have not 

generated much academic research among management scholars. There is therefore an 

urgent need to have an understanding of the relevant issues in these particular institutional 

settings to develop theory on businesses operating in these domains. Another theoretical 

area is related to building upon the work of the Joint Global Change Research Institute in 

Maryland which has devised a number of global climate policy scenarios, and conducted 

studies of these using GCAM. This work can be used as a starting point for a regional energy 

system focusing in greater detail on India to study whether it is possible to meet the growing 

energy demand in different parts of India while staying within the boundaries set on a global 

level.  

The key research issues identified in this session were: 

- Challenge of achieving efficiency and sustainability in the Indian energy 

system and macro, micro and theoretical issues related to this 

- Research on Energy Policy, Regulations, Policy Modeling; Assessment of 

Risks; Energy Markets and Pricing; Energy Economics and Finance 

- Social impacts of renewable energy production as mediated through the 

environmental impact of energy production 

- Role of Entrepreneurship in provision of access to energy and Business 

Models for energy generation and distribution 

- Assessment of (regional) developments in policy, regulations, socio-

economic and institutional trends and their influence on access to 

renewable energy 

- Financing models and risk analysis of renewable energy projects 
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- Indo-Norway research on micro-entrepreneurship networking 

5.2 Urban Management 

Pani..Potties..Makaan...aur Ajeevika (Water..Toilets..Houses and 

Livelihoods): About Mainstreaming Slums – Renu Khosla, Centre for Urban 

and Regional Excellence (CURE), India  

Challenges to provision of sustainable Community Based Sanitation – 

Susmita Sinha, CDD Society, India 

With 30% of India’s 1.2 billion population living in urban areas in 2011, managing the cities 

and towns poses a huge challenge. While India undergoes rapid economic growth, spatial 

and social inequality is increasing both between urban and rural areas but also within urban 

areas. Cities are becoming more exclusive and polarized in favour of the rich and elite. This 

session on urban management was aimed at raising the issue of inequity and access in the 

discussion on sustainable urban development. 

The main issues of focus in this session were – 

- Local and urban level translation of the ecological, economic and equity crisis of 

sustainable urban development. 

- Challenges of addressing the crises with appropriate technology in socially and 

spatially excluded communities of large urban settlements. 

The two presentations in the session presented cases of initiatives for housing, water and 

sanitation upgrading in slum communities in urban India. These initiatives were examined 

within the theoretical frameworks of sustainable livelihood, green and brown environmental 

agenda and social acceptance of appropriate technology. 

Through examples from a resettlement slum community in Delhi and an existing slum area in 

Agra, it was suggested that incremental development housing, infrastructure and livelihoods 

for slum communities can only be sustainable if it is grounded locally, demand driven, 

enables social mobilization, institutionally embedded and based on reliable information. 

However, even though incremental development offers some relief, it does not make for 

systemic change, reduction in exclusion or an affirmative move out of exploitative 

informality. 
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The second presenter illustrated the challenges of appropriate technology for decentralized 

basic needs services (DBNS) for poor and marginalized communities that do not have access 

to mainstream grid based services. Challenges of using appropriate technology for localized 

and city based solutions for Decentralised Water and Sanitation Systems (DEWATS) through 

projects in Shimla and South India was illustrated. She discussed how community based 

systems can be used to achieve multiple goals of improving health and well-being, 

environmental improvement, livelihood opportunities as well as social dignity. The 

challenges highlighted by the speaker included access to land, lack of governance and 

support frameworks and capacity, social awareness, financial resources at local government 

level and reliable information and norms and market integration. 

Issues related to governance and capacity was further discussed. While the government is 

investing large amount of resources in infrastructure development in urban areas, the 

equitable access to infrastructure still remains a concern. The capacity of local governments 

to engage with informal settlements and to mainstream slum upgrading for a lasting change 

that enables communities to emerge from the exclusionary nature of informality needs an 

‘unthinking’ of incremental and ameliorative development. A second issue of concern is that 

of scale and market engagement. The discussants recognized the limitation of public 

resources and called for thinking ‘to scale’ with a larger mobilization of the market in 

providing services for the lowest segment of the urban poor. Although it was acknowledged 

that the market will by default be profit oriented but creative and alternative solutions in 

appropriate technology could generate market interest and local livelihood generation that 

could promote inclusive urban development. 

The key research issues identified in this session were: 

- Mainstreaming urban development for the poor at scale and for scope 

- Urban governance and partnerships for growth 

- Rethinking incremental development 

- Exploring appropriate technology for the green economy 

- Scaling up and developing solutions that are easily replicable   

- Creating sustainable solutions – interlinked with people, technology, 

government, environment and economics 

- Sustainability and inclusion inspired research 

-  Problem based action research. 
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5.3 Disaster Management 

Mainstreaming Disaster Risk Reduction into Urban Development in India: 

Towards an Integrated Approach –Rohit Jigyasu, Indian Institute for Human 

Settlements, India  

Rehabilitation of Bhopal Gas Tragedy precinct: A case for action research – 

Amritha Ballal, Space Matters, India  

Indian subcontinent is susceptible to an entire rage of natural hazards such as earthquakes, 

landslides, floods and cyclones, but what is turning these hazards into disasters is a lethal 

combination of unplanned, rapid urbanization with an increasing focus on merely one aspect 

of risk reduction. Though an institutionalized approach towards disaster vulnerability 

reduction has been realized in India, approaches are largely piecemeal and hazard-centric 

focusing exclusively on one or the other hazard (such as earthquakes, flood or fire) while 

overlooking underlying causes that first and foremost create physical, social, economic and 

institutional vulnerabilities to disasters. There is also a considerable gap between top-down 

and bottom-up approaches. Disaster risk reduction initiatives have been biased either 

towards technical solutions while overlooking socio-cultural and economic aspects or the 

other way round. In order to make disaster resilient cities, it was deemed important to adopt 

an integrated approach that takes into account multiple hazards and vulnerabilities and 

integrates disaster risk reduction into existing polices and planning for urban development. 

This demands that research is geared towards development of tools and methodologies for 

comprehensive urban risk assessment and identifying innovative urban practices that seek to 

mainstream disaster risk reduction into sustainable urban development rather than 

introducing it as an after-thought. These thoughts were reinforced by the case of Bhopal Gas 

Tragedy. The unfolding saga of Bhopal holds lessons not just for handling the immediate 

aftermath of urban industrial disasters but throws light on the shortcomings of local 

governance systems in protecting their citizens in the face of disaster. The rehabilitation of 

the still contaminated Union Carbide Factory site in Bhopal is not just a means to address the 

physical fallout of the disaster through restoration and decontamination efforts; its 

transformation into a site of remembrance and cultural resource addresses the social and 

governance aspects of post disaster rehabilitation efforts. This case further added by 

bringing forth incidences of concern for participatory planning, commemoration processes, 

cultural resource management and conflict management amongst others. A Multidisciplinary 
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approach towards building knowledge and capacity by bringing research institutions, local 

stakeholders and the local administration remains one of the major challenges.  

Discussion in the session highlighted the importance of methods and approaches in doing 

research on disaster management and risk reduction. The importance of working to 

generate knowledge within networks of actors, stakeholders and academics was apparent in 

the Bhopal initiative and the role of the project as critical ‘bridge maker’ between the 

government and the affected community was seen as a significant learning that should be 

certainly strengthened in future research. 

 

The key research issues identified in this session were: 

- Integrated Risk reduction 

- Multidisciplinary approaches  

- Tools and Methodologies 

- Action Research 

- A local and global engagement for increasing accountanbility and 

preparedeness for disasters 

 

Session 2 – Health and Livelihoods  

5.4 Mental Health and Community Health Promotion 

How can Health Promotion (HP) strengthen people's health, and can HP 

prevent the epidemic of Noncommunicable Diseases: Case of India-Norway-

Australia Collobaration (INA) –Rameshbabu, Medwin Hospital, India 

Happiness, yoga and active aging in a globalized world: Discourses on human 

wellbeing and development in the life course – Ingunn Hagen, NTNU  

Communication, Ethics and Technologies in Health Promotion–Heidi Gilstad, 

NTNU  

With a structured focus on Health Promotion, the first presentation in this session brought 

forth the growing incidence of non communicable diseases (Cardiovascular diseases, 
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diabetes, chronic respiratory diseases and certain cancers) in India and proposed attacking 

the very roots of NCDs –high BMI, elevated blood pressure, blood sugar and elevated 

cholesterols. Non-Communicable Diseases (NCDs) have been declared as the New Global 

Health Emergency by the United Nations and they predominantly affect the Low and middle 

countries (LMICs). Infact the prevalence of NCDs in LMICs is almost double than in rich 

countries. As they affect the working age group, the economic impact could be significant. 

Even though NCDs contribute to a significant disease burden and economic burden (almost 

10 times more) when compared to communicable diseases, the health systems in these 

countries as well as the global aid agencies focus is still on communicable diseases. 

Unfortunately there is no evidence of any intervention of a large scale either in workplaces, 

schools or in the community in LMICs to prevent NCDs. It was underlined that many of the 

challenges we see from the new Non Communicable Diseases are basically social challenges 

that must be solved with changes in systems and strategies of the societies. It was 

emphasized that we need to develop societies that are health promoting in their thinking, 

and that health thinking is involved in all policies. While the communicable diseases could be 

attacked mostly on an individual level, the new diseases need to be addressed in other ways, 

and the knowledge stems more from the social sciences than the medical sciences. 

In India this issue if further exacerbated by the fact the astronomical rise of employment in 

the Information Technology (IT / ICT) and outsourcing sector. Majority of the people working 

in these sectors, coming from middle class and lower middle class, are harbingers of hope to 

their families. Their salary is therefore important only for themselves, but also for the 

extended family. It is also important to understand that the new middle class of India is both 

role model and pulling the country’s economy forward. It was highlighted that research on 

people’s health therefore must involve all classes. 

In light of the fact that initiatives targeting lifestyle modifications and health promotion 

activities are still at incipient stages in low and middle income countries, a new program –  

HAPPI (Health Awareness Promotion Project India) was introduced which should be further 

strengthened through continued research and implementation. Health education, 

awareness, and promotion of healthy lifestyle form the nucleus of HAPPI interventions at the 

community, corporate and schools.   

The second presentation emphasized the renewed interest in questions related to human 

happiness and wellbeing in a number of fields like positive psychology, Buddhist psychology, 

and health psychology. Human happiness is viewed as closely intertwined with mental 

health problems. Thus, it was deemed important to get a better understanding of human 
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happiness, both at societal and individual levels. What societal conditions make people 

relate to the present situation with joy, creativity and hope? How can societies, individuals 

and specific interventions facilitate human happiness and wellbeing? The presenter was also 

concerned with how the concept of happiness can be operationalized. What state of mind is 

this, and what attitudes and feeling do different human beings associate with happiness? 

The challenge of research, for example, lies in unearthing the societal conditions and the 

individual attitudes and experiences of happiness in a globalized world by examining very 

different contexts (ex: Norway and India). A focus on both macro-level and individual 

subjective meaning related to happiness was outlined. As a framework their proposed study, 

it was mentioned that the project could examine interventions that can be developed into 

self-administrative practices, which may lead to happiness and wellbeing in people’s life 

courses. Such interventions often need community and societal commitment in order to be 

sustained.  

Another equally vital facet of health promotion is health communication which needs to be 

bolstered in the small - medium sized towns and rural parts of India. This sentiment was 

exemplified in the third presentation through quoting cases from South Africa where 

midwives received special training through a collaborative project between WHO, Norway 

and South Africa. 

The key research issues identified in this session were: 

- Health Promotion  

- Health Communication  

- Health Indicators 

- Tools and Methodologies  

- Understanding what constitutes ‘Happiness’ 

- Yoga and Meditation 

- Lifecourse Perspective – children, youth, ageing populations 

5.5 Livelihoods 

Scaling up the Understanding of Linkages between Mobilities and 

Livelihoods in India –Tanu Priya Uteng, Rambøll Norge 

Mobility Policies in Indian Cities and its Impact on Livelihoods –Geetam 

Tiwari, IIT Delhi, India  



 

 

22 

 

Managing Societal Changes in India, 18th – 19th June 2012 

Re-Assignment of E-waste  Using Constructive Design Research Exploring 

new livelihood from Waste Management – Jayanta Chatterjee, IIT Kanpur, 

India 

With approximately 93% of Indian population being employed in the Informal sector, it is no 

surprise that a sole focus on facilitating formal sectors has created deep chasms between 

the reality and rhetoric of development planning in India.  This session explored three 

different facets of livelihoods. The first presentation dealt with unpacking the concept of 

Mobilities through highlighting its nexus with corporeal travel of people, physical movement 

of objects and their impacts, imaginative travel through images, Virtual travel and 

Communicative travel through person-to-person messages via letters, telephone, fax, and 

mobile phone, and their distint impacts on livelihood issues. The case of informal sector, 

micro-credit schemes, export processing zone (EPZ), urban and transport planning, 

globalization, gendered division of role and access to resources, disaster and conflict 

situations were quoted to highlight the differentiated impacts on livelihoods.  

The second presentation took a critical look on the existing transport policies in urban India 

which primarily focuses on ‘car’ as the basic unit of analysis and future planning. However, 

within this framework of addressing ‘formal’ / ‘planned’ sector of cities, approximately 70% 

of urban population remains outside the main discussion. The case of myopic focus on car 

and other motorized vehicle based infrastructure in India thus reduces the mobility (and 

invariably the quality of life) of those unable to afford automobiles. With a modal share as 

high as 60% for walking and cycling and its direct impact on livelihood accessibility, it is of 

paramount importance that future research scales up a model for urban development which 

takes informal employment generation modes and point as its starting point in designing 

Indian cities and development policies.  

The third presentation dealt with creating marketable items out of waste products thus 

proving for a real option towards stable livelihood for the millions of people involved in the 

informal, unstable and hazardous sector of rag-picking and in the general unorganized sector 

of waste management. The case of creating beautiful, usable and marketable items out of 

waste printed circuit boards was cited to concretise the point being made. 

Discussions brought forth the idea that concept of local resource / skill / market and value 

chain based on "Rural Entrepreneurship Zone" could also be promoted as an inclusive 

growth model to secure livelihood. Joint research to understand the impact and influence of 

natural resources, local Institutes and socio-economic power centers (such as mandi 
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committee) on livelihoods and particularly on small and medium-size enterprises (SMEs) 

should be further explored. It was further emphasized that the relationship between 

biodiversity and rural livelihoods – both from perspective of how biodiversity serves as a 

foundation for many livelihoods and how it impacts on livelihoods through human-wildlife 

conflicts – needs to be better understood. 

The key research issues identified in this session were: 

- Formal-Informal Divide 

- Heavy top-down policy planning 

- Mobilities – case studies of particular incidences of issues in Export 

Processing Zones, Micro-credit Schemes, Informal Sector 

- Marketable Product Design to facilitate livelihood 

- Relationship between natural resources, local Institutes and socio-economic 

power centers 

- Relationship between biodiversity and rural livelihoods 

 

Session 3 – Conflict Management  

5.6 Distributive Justice 

Water Conflicts in India: A Milliion Revolts in the Making –K.J. Joy, 

SOPPECOM, India  

Mineral Based Economic Development and Consequences on Bottom of the 

Pyramid: Some Insights from Odisha –Haribandhu Panda, Human 

Development Foundation, India 

Extraction of Natural Resources and Patterns of Industrialization –Rune 

Skarstein, NTNU 
 

The main message emerging out of this session was that the dynamics of the processes of 

growth in India fuelling inequality in myriad ways. Some of the processes identified were: 

- The high growth in the organised sector, especially in industry, is the result of an enormous 

rise in labour productivity at stagnant employment. Exceedingly slow growth of regular 
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employment in the organised sector has not been compensated by shedding of jobs in the 

public sector. In consequence the unorganised sector with rising proportion of self-

employed has emerged as the refuse sector. Exceedingly low earning in the unorganised 

sector with a merciless state refusing to spend sufficiently on social welfare like health 

education or food security has created a nightmare of hopelessness for the poor.  

- The growth process in India has irreversibility built into it investments, foreign or domestic 

attracted by profitability, which create capital goods that have specific uses, i.e. producing 

goods for the high-income section of the population. And even more importantly, the 

damage and destruction these investments do the environment and the natural economy of 

the poor is simply not irreversible.  

- At the same time the impact of growing inequality dictating the growth process manifests 

itself in a distinctive spatial pattern that favours big cities over small towns and, small towns 

over nearby villages, and nearby villages over the remote ones. The despair of the rural poor 

shows itself in farmers’ suicide in tens of thousands in the high years of liberalisation and 

globalisation. The devastation of livelihood from agriculture forces migration to cities driven 

by loss of traditional livelihood and debt.  

- The growing despair of rural India and small agriculture is the other side of the trajectory of 

the pattern of high growth India is pursuing. The connection is quite direct because it takes 

the form of direct assault on the livelihood of the poor through its increasing demand for 

land, water, forest, mineral resources, mountains coast lines and rivers in the name of 

‘development’ of the country. “The country” of course means the top 20% of the population 

at the most in this new language game of developmental politics.  

- The Adivasis (tribes - about 8 % of the population), who for centuries have had their 

homeland in resource rich regions, and the Dalits (16 % of the population), who are treated 

as rejects of the Hindu society, are among the poorest in rural India. Together they 

constitute about a quarter of the population, but account for more than half of those who 

fall prey to the violently predatory process of high growth.  

- It is not merely a matter of “rich land and poor people” or “natural resource curse”, but 

deliberate government policy of direct assault on the existence of the poor living from those 

lands. The richness of land is being handed over as incentive to private corporations in this 

model of corporate led growth. 

- As a consequence of this process, the federal and state governments are facing increasing 

“law and order” problem that threatens the Indian democracy. The extremist left movement 

which the government describes as “the greatest internal security threat”, has spread to 

nearly one fourth of Indian territory on this very issue of who would control the natural 

resources in these areas.  
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- Accumulation of wealth by the rich proceeds by dispossessing the poor of all the traditional 

support bases of their life, like common property of rivers, forests, mountains, coast lines, 

common land and land for cultivation. It is not profit from production and exploitation of 

labour on the factory floor, but profit from dispossession. Unless this malignant pattern of 

industrialisation is replaced by a growth process which generates equality and ensures 

justice to all the population, India may ultimately explode in in big movements of social 

unrest. These social unrests have been exemplified through myriad cases of water-related 

conflicts in India. Fair and just allocation of resources emerged to be one of the most 

essential areas of focus for further research.  

The key research issues identified in this session were: 

- Documentation and understanding of different types of conflicts 

- Political economy of resource allocation 

- Need for ‘unpacking’ privatization 

- What does right to a particular resource, for example, ‘right to water’ entail? 

- Legal-institutional frameworks 

- Interdisciplinary research 

- Science-Policy-Stakeholder Interaction 

- Studying impact of mining on “input cost of agriculture” and livelihood loss 

 

5.7 Environmental Insecurity 

The Violent Trajectories of Growth in Globalising India–Moushumi Basu, JNU, 

India 

“Health in the green economy”, or with man in mind – Sidsel Roalkvam, 

SUM, UiO 

Monsoon gambling and scheme manoeuvring: (how) is climate change 

important for rural India? – Guro Aandahl, NIBR 

This session focused on different incidences of environmental insecurity which manifests 

itself in various formats in India. The first presentation brought forth the deep cleft between 

the image of ‘shining India’ and the realities of growth in India.  Through building on case 

studies, it was shown that relationship between violence and development a tenuous one, 
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violence is not only endemic but constitutive of development, globalization has actually 

exacerbated the tensions and these have direct and strong implications on the body politics. 

Despite the nationalist critique of the colonial state, the political formation that came into 

being in 1947 was in more ways than one a replica of the colonial setup which has 

coagulated in an absolute sovereignty of the State in all matters of development. And sadly 

enough, the traditional prerogative associated with State power – unquestioned monopoly 

over violence – has been retained.  

The second presentation concentrated on the ways in which health indicators provide one of 

the strongest means to measure progress on the social, economic, and environmental pillars 

of sustainable development.  “Health in the green economy” was promoted as a manner by 

which environmental and growth technologies can be put back into human service thereby 

reducing environmental insecurities.  

The third presentation critically examined the importance and understanding of standard 

approaches in climate change research and questioned the validity of an overt focus on how 

to adapt to unknown monsoon patterns in a distant future. A very important point for 

critical examination emanating from this presentation is the emphasis paid on future 

without turning due attention to the past and present. Further, India does have an evolving 

repertoire of policies makes it a good case for studying policy formulation (policymaking 

processes) and implementation issues. It was suggested that research can be undertaken to 

understand India’s government responses to droughts, climate-related disasters and poverty 

reduction programmes and ways to bridge the dichotomies between seemingly isolated 

policies, between past, present and future and at different scales of development. 

An important point emanating out of the discussions here, which also related to section 5.6 

and 5.8, was that biodiversity is an important resource for tribal livelihoods, however this 

comes into conflict with official policies that do not favour human presence in forest areas 

and greatly restrict the use of resources, even if it is sustainable. There is therefore a need to 

look closely at the contrasting tribal and Hindu visions of nature with respect to relative 

positions of humans and nature. 

The key research issues identified in this session were: 

- Increasing use of violence and coercion by the State 

- Effects of liberalization on agrarian structures 

- Issues of mines, minerals and livelihood 
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- Growing vulnerability and increasing informalisation of labour relations 

- Governance as practiced and as prescribed  

- Formal vs. Informal governance 

- Green Economy – sustainable water / food / jobs / energy / cities 

- Resource management (sp. Health and Water resource management) 

- Critical examination of success stories in India wrt resource management  

- Critical examination of the understanding of ‘climate change advocacy’ 
- Relationship between Electoral Politics and Natural Resources Management 

- Role of formal & informal institute and political/religious power centers 

- Need for different perspectives on the issues of environmental security and policy 

implementation  

Session 4 – Society, culture and environmental challenges 

5.8 Growth-related Challenges 

Elections and Inclusive Growth –Arild Ruud, UiO 

Corporate Social Responsibility – Ragnhild Madland, Uniersity of Agder 
 

The first part of this session focused on the concentration of research on village politics and 

on national-level politics, a partial focus on some state politics, like UP and Tamil Nadu, but a 

categorical lack of research on poor people and women and their interaction with 

mainstream politics. The decisions that affect their lives are taken at the district and taluk 

level and in the constituency organization of an MLA, but there exists a perceptible paucity 

of research on these lower levels of governance, where state and society meet. Interviews 

from villages reveal that villagers vote for a political party, not necessary because of the 

nature of the campaign being driven by the party leadership, but because of what they think 

the party’s candidate for the constituency can or will do for them.  It seems that, if we want 

to understand what drives the symbolism and rhetoric of electoral campaigns, we would do 

well to investigate the relationship between party leadership and the party activists (called 

”party workers” and ”party cadres” in the English-language press).  When party activists’ 

morale is high, they work very hard to change the minds of voters in localities who are 

uncertain of whom they want to vote for.  Much of campaign performances may be, then, 

aimed to encourage activist support. There is also very little research on how urban and rural 

Indians conceptualize justice, how they conceptualize their right to vote.  The little research 

which has been down illustrates those conceptions very from region to region.  
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The second part of the session highlighted the differentiated nature of Corporate Social 

Responsibility (CSR) in India. The nature of CSR in India appears to differ from 

conceptualizations in Europe and north America.  The nature of the influences that shape 

Indian CSR in different corporations and different parts of the country is an area for 

research. This issue derives further emphasis in light of marginalization of indigenous groups 

whose lands, livelihoods and entire history of their existence is wiped out in light of 

establishment of new industries.  

The key research issues identified in this session were: 

- The nature of political party appeals 

- Conceptions of justice in electoral processes 

- Governance at the district level 

- Inclusive politics 

- Politics and CSR beyond rhetoric 

- Understanding the responsibility of business to develop communities  

- Influence of development discourses on politics, inclusive growth and CSR 

- Possibilities for companies to engage in dialogue with local communities when 

developing and monitoring CSR initiatives 

- Role of NGOs / CBOs in collaborating between business and local communities  

- Role of the state 

- Should CSR be institutionalized, enforced by law or remain voluntary? 

5.9 Social Inclusion and Exclusion  

Entitlements, Ideology and Resources –Pamela Price, UiO 

Mobility and Vulnerability among Tribals in Odisha: Pertinent Issues – Smita 

Mishra Panda, Human Development Foundation, India  
 

This session began by taking a stock of India’s land resources - 68% of the land area of India 

is semi-arid or arid, depending on rainfed agriculture or groundwater.  The neo-liberal 

inspired movement to make the management of surface water in localities participatory has 

failed to provide equity in access to water.  There are increasing calls from researchers for 

the state to re-enter processes of the management of surface water in localities.  However, 

research also shows that the Departments of Irrigation are too centralized and elitist in their 

functioning to provide adequate service to localities.  Reports of reform of the Department 
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of Irrigation in the state of Andhra Pradesh are encouraging.  Since 2004-2005 a team of 

freelance professionals and technocrats in the state have received support of both the state 

Assembly and forces within the bureaucracy to widen the scope of interest of the 

department, beyond irrigation infrastructure, to encompass issues of agricultural 

productivity and equity in access to water.  There are indications that other states are also 

taking steps to improve efficiency in irrigation and to support human rights to water.  It was 

emphasized that future research should focus on studying the processes of reform and 

analyze how success (or at least progress) comes about. 

Again, conceptualizations of justice in the allocation of water have not received adequate 

attention from the research world.  The rapid changes in notions of rights and entitlements 

make it difficult to predict the outcome of projects of local participation in water resource 

management. Firther, the extent and nature of geographical mobility among tribal girls and 

women has received little attention in the scholarly community.  We know little about the 

circumstances of females who end up as domestic laborers in cities and then cannot return 

to their villages because of discrimination in rural areas.  How is mobility of tribals, women, 

poor people evolving and what impacts does it have in a life-course perspective?  

The key research issues identified in this session were: 

- Water Resource Management 

- Politics and the state in water management 

- Processes of inclusive bureaucratic reform 

- Rights and entitlements   

- Community rights 

- Balance between development and tribal culture 

- Designing and ace to skills training for tribal communities 

5.10 Religion, Ethics and Power      

Religious Symbolism and the Politics of Space Development: The case of 

Manushi Swachha Narayani in Delhi city –Yamini Narayanan, Deakin 

University 

The role of religion in social stability, change and conflict in India– Torkel 

Brekke, UiO 
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Interestingly in India, the interest in religion's role in development has been largely 

neglected. This session identified the religion as a strong category of analysis in India in 

articulating development problems as well as conceiving of solutions. In particular, the 

sessions focussed on the vital role that religious symbolism, stories and myths play in 

people's understanding of their social and cultural contexts, as well as their responses to 

particular problems. Thus, these religious symbols and metaphors have an important role in 

development reform, community engagement and conflict resolution. The session 

specifically highlighted that clear role that religious symbolism and stories have in 

understanding diverse urban environments.  

Two conclusions in particular were drawn. One, that in India, religion may almost be 

understood as an anthropological category of analysis (on par with family, culture, language, 

gender etc). As such, the historical neglect of the specific study of religion and development 

in India needs to be reversed as a matter of urgency. Secondly, it was emphasised that 

qualitative research must be treated as important in its own right (rather than as an auxiliary 

to the natural sciences and technology), and that the encouragement of a number of 

innovative qualitative research methods must be prioritised by the Norwegian Research 

Council.  

The key research issues identified in this session were: 

- Religious symbols 

- Religious stories 

- Religion as a category of both analysis and policy for Sustainable Cities 

- The potential role of religion as a coping mechanism to help local people deal with 

societal change and conflict 

- Qualitative research methods 

 

  



 

 

31 

 

Managing Societal Changes in India, 18th – 19th June 2012 

Session 5 – Panel Discussion 

The panel was selected with a specific aim in mind – to generate a balance of arguments 

between the perceptions of a very senior social scientist from India and four young 

researchers of non-Indian origins who have spent a considerable amount of time in India and 

whose research focusses primarily on India. It was deemed necessary to understand 

research issues by coalescing these two generations.  A very important finding of this 

discussion was identifying clear markings of the strength and weaknesses of research 

traditions in India and Norway. Both parties agreed that the Indian research community is 

strong in analytical, quantitative research traditions whereas the Norwegian researchers 

have an edge in conducting qualitative research. Future research should focus on harnessing 

these strengths in a way as to generate a cohesive quantitative-qualitative knowledge on the 

issues being studied. 

In terms of future research direction, the following directions were identified by the Panel: 

The field of Health Intervention and Health Promotion can greatly benefit from Indo-

Norwegian research collaboration. India’s mental health policy, which is currently being 

revised, can immediately benefit from such endeavours. 

Research coming from grounded theory is another important direction. For example, in area 

transformation approach, when the issues and problems are many of the marginalized 

communities – how can different urban planning and development policies contribute 

towards making a difference in people's lives and bring multi-dimensional change in people's 

lives?  

Universities and Institutions that already have MOU (Memorandum of Understanding) with 

Universities in Norway and their present collaborations in research, exchange of faculty in 

teaching and research, setting of common agenda for conferences and exchange of students 

provides an existing and accessible platform. 

Social Justice Framework in research can be emphasized not only with a lens on marginalized 

sections, but also from whooping middle class population in India. To this end, both 

grounded research and action-research can be promoted. 

Promotion of sustainable and healthy lives require paradigm shift that can become meeting 

and melting ground of research between India and Norway. Interdisciplinary research with 



 

 

32 

 

Managing Societal Changes in India, 18th – 19th June 2012 

this objective in mind will have impact on exploring existing research arenas from a fresh 

perspective.    

There needs to be focus on understating both the exclusive nature and overlaps between 

the duality of Urban – rural, Inclusion – exclusion, Formal – Informal, Central – peripheral. 

This lies in in tune with the concerns expressed in the keynote speeches. 

There needs to be an evaluation of natural resource management with special reference to 

issues of justice. This also points towards evaluating the notions of ‘cities and citizenship – 

what must be given up to be included? 

Interdisciplinary research needs to be promoted through engaging with reality and 

promoting mutual learning. To this end, it is also essential to promote research groups 

among national institutions and strengthen the existing research base rather than 

reinventing the wheel.  
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Session 6 – Concluding Discussion 

6.1 Participants’ comments 

Most of the participants have expressed a deep sense of satisfaction at having had the 

opportunity to participate in this workshop. Their thoughts are succinctly summed up in Dr. 

Usha Nayar’s words: 

“My heartfelt congratulations to you and whole team for organizing such a thoughtful workshop. I am 

grateful to you all for giving me the opportunity to participate in it, as this workshop provides useful 

inputs to the research council in shaping the research agenda for Norway-India collaboration for 

future. 

In my view the selection of themes was very relevant and doable for collaboration between scholars 

with the Universities that have common vision and mission of people centered societal changes and 

development. The themes were both theoretical and had applied components to debate and discuss at 

length by the participants. 

You selected prominent experts representing not only the themes but also regions, rural, urban and 

tribal base in India and high ranked established Universities and Non governmental organizations 

from the field. I am happy that you could make such a selection of participants with purposefulness to 

match the objectives of the workshop even gender equity in small group was a reality. 

I made a positive note of that from Norway too there was representation of those scholars who worked 

in India on serious social science research issues.  

It was heartwarming that you combined the senior and seasoned scholars with young enthusiastic and 

committed scholars to make presentations. 

The workshop was very balanced, of course, for such a theme one finds two days was too short a time, 

it could have been for three days. In any way I hope both Norwegian and Indian scholars have 

networked between and within their countries and I am sure they would get opportunities to work 

together.” 

Many participants expressed a categorical need for having more visibility and participation 

of the Research Council, Foreign Ministry and Embassy representatives in such workshops in 

order to have direct interaction with these organisations.   
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6.2 Conclusions about what we have achieved 

The workshop was successful in concluding at the following three levels which may be 

valuable in guiding The Research Council while designing future Indo-Norwegian 

collaborations.  

A. Overall issue: 

The notion of ‘Incredible India’, strictly speaking, invokes only a singular and highly restricted 

aspect of the country. This image is being promoted at the cost of ignoring the complexities 

of post-colonial and neo-liberalistic outfalls plaguing the current development scenarios in 

the country. The existence of spatial and social exclusion leading to cynical dispossessions 

(ironically, often through consent) mars majority of the development efforts. The major 

issue the surface is – How can we facilitate better access to a sustainable and just society for 

the majority of Indians?   

B. Current knowledge gaps (not in the order of priority): 

The workshop was successful in highlighting some existing knowledge gaps. This knowledge 

base should ideally form the foundation for building future research projects.  Some of these 

gaps are enumerated below: 

- How can energy systems be made more sustainable, equitable and accessible in 

India? 

- What role does entrepreneurship play in designing a truly ‘Shining India’? and 

what would that design entail? 

- How can we better understand market economics characteristics and new 

consumerisms? 

- How can processes of urbanisation be understood with due respect to both the 

urban rich and the urban poor?  

- How can Health Promotion be achieved across age, gender, class, social status 

and spatialities? 

- How can livelihoods be protected and promoted at both urban and rural levels? 

- Growth and the human squeeze – how does growth and development be 

conceived and unfolded in its totality? What are the implications of growth on 

health? 

- How can migration and mobility be unpacked to shed light on its various nuances 

(ex: gendered displacements)? 
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- How do climate change, environment and natural hazards interact to create 

disasters and how can one create an integrated disaster risk reduction 

framework? 

- What role does politics play in determining the role of state and corporate society 

while determining future growth patterns? 

- How to ‘unpack’ the nexus between water, livelihoods and health in the context 

of the political economy of “development” (“process of accumulation through 

dispossession”) in India? 

- How to make the water sector in India more equitable, sustainable, efficient and 

democratic? 

- How can we better understand the violent trajectories of growth? 

- What are the most essential inputs for community development and 

empowerment? 

- What are the processes of inclusion/exclusion of marginal groups (adivasis, Dalits, 

urban poor, landless laborers, women) with respect to natural resources, 

housing, political processes, livelihood, social/health services, etc.? 

- How  are agencies of the state reforming to achieve improved delivery of services 

and substances (like food and water) for enhanced livelihoods? 

- What roles and practices exist for state and civil society in managing conflicts 

over water within and between states, within and between sectors? 

- How do political processes from localities to the union government prove both 

exclusive and inclusive? 

- Understanding the interconnectedness of urban-rural, village-town institutions 

and political economies through examining the production, treatment, and 

distribution of either food or water, both essential for life. 

- In a country of astounding religious character like India, how can religion and 

religious symbolism be harnessed for a more sustainable development and 

sustainable lifestyles? 

- The field of human – nature interactions offers many potential insights into 

human society, culture and politics. What insights into the human condition can 

be revealed by looking at their interaction with nature? How does access to 

natural areas and natural resources influence human society, well-being and 

livelihoods? 

 

C. Methodology/epistemology:  

The following challenges in outlining methodologies for future collaborative projects were 

identified in the workshop: 
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- Should Humanities and Social Science issues in India be studied from 

above or from below (lived realities and grounded research) or both? How 

to achieve an optimum balance between identifying and funding 

theoretical, practical and action-oriented research? 

 

- How to capture the relationship between Science, Policy and Politics 

(Stakeholder interaction) in the very process of production of knowledge 

(as part of the methodology) so that the knowledge is more grounded and 

can make a difference in the real world and also facilitates in capturing the 

different epistemologies (and the livid experience) of the different 

stakeholders? 

 

- What is the new knowledge that we can produce in collaboration with 

India? Who will do it? Is a common frame for all future research work 

possible / desired? 

 

- The workshop unanimously voiced that future research projects should 

have an Interdisciplinary format. But a major challenge remains regarding 

how to effectively cross-fertilise technical, political, social and health 

knowledge in co-production of knowledge. 

 

- Is there a need to re-think our theories and concepts to provide such co-

production of knowledge? If yes, what will this thinking entail, ex: 

analyzing the working of rich and powerful rather than a sole focus on 

poor and down-trodden? 

 

D. Our collaboration: 

It is important to orient future Indo-Norwegian collaborations towards ‘The green economy 

with human beings in mind’. Initiatives need to be critically reflexive with primary inputs for 

sustainable future and justice for all Indians. Research needs to be problem-oriented and 

geared towards unraveling the development gaps, meanings and practices of complex India. 

E. Limitations 

The organizers were not able to extract similar levels of participation from other vital fields 

of enquiry like – linguistics, traditional beliefs, philosophy, art and music, archaeology, 
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theology etc. – fields which hold very high level of significance wrt India, one of the most 

ancient civilizations.  

 

6.3 What can India-Norway University collaboration achieve?  

The workshop has documented a huge variety of relevant and contemporary themes and 

issues for further research. It has also shown that research collaboration and networks exist 

among Norwegian and Indian partners which can be further bolstered through common 

research projects in the future. The workshop also facilitated new links, especially cross-

fertilization of existing links, which we hope will serve in facilitating interesting 

interdisciplinary collaborations in future.  

Based on this experience, we strongly support the formulation of an INDEMB research 

programme, with a broad scope to support different forms of researcher collaborations, 

such as projects encompassing PhD and postdoctoral fellows, staff and student development 

and exchange, shared curriculum development etc. Research collaborations which are based 

not only on inter-disciplinary research but also more participatory researcher-practitioners 

collaboration should be sought after.   

One of the bottlenecks in India is lack of resources in the national universities while the think 

tanks in the big cities play leading roles in international research. It is therefore essential that 

also national universities may be given a chance to internationalise themselves, and develop 

better practices.  
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Annex 1 – Opening remarks by Pro-rector for Research, Kari Melby, NTNU 

National India workshop at NTNU, 18th – 19th June, 2012: 

Managing Societal Changes in India 

Distinguished guests from India, participants from the University of Oslo, the University of 

Agder and the Norwegian Institute for Urban and Regional Research, NINA, the Research 

Council of Norway and NTNU colleges, it is my pleasure to welcome you to this national 

workshop on Managing Societal Change in India organized by NTNU.  

I would like to offer an especially warm welcome to our Indian guests who have found your 

way to Trondheim. And I am particularly proud to welcome keynote speakers Dr. Amitabh 

Kundu, Professor at Jawaharlal Nehru University and Dr. Amita Baviskar from the Institute of 

Economic Growth, Delhi.   

I am tremendously pleased that this workshop is taking place because cooperation with India, 

with Indian universities and institutions, has been a priority to NTNU for the last years. I see 

this workshop as an important step in the ongoing development of the collaboration with 

India, and not only to NTNU, but to Norway and to the Norwegian institutions participating in 

this workshop, as well as our Indian partners.  

In India we find world leading research organizations and research groups as well as 

important topics for research. This workshop combines the two. It focuses empirically on 

societal change in India broadly understood, AND it offers a generalist theoretical and 

methodological framework applicable to the studies of societal change per se. The workshop 

thus aims at contributing to the state of the art in the study of social change, as well as 

bringing forward new perspectives and knowledge on the Indian case.  

This is also the rationale behind NTNU’s efforts to build cooperation with Indian partners. 

Joint research with excellent Indian partners contribute qualitatively to our own research, as 

well as offers an empirical case, but not just any empirical case, a case with wide-reaching 

implications to the global community and to the solutions to the global challenges humankind 

faces in our time. 

With its strong economic growth over the last 20 years, the dynamic development of its 

democratic political system, and the world’s second largest population, India has become an 

increasingly important global player. Its expansive service sector and English-speaking 



 

 

40 

 

Managing Societal Changes in India, 18th – 19th June 2012 

workforce are making the Indian market interesting to countries around the world. At the 

same time, the country’s economic ambitions have global consequences, for example with 

regard to energy consumption, the environment and climate change.  

Geographical, social and religious differences are underlying forces behind frictions in the 

Indian society. India is a secular state in a region of high religious and ideological tensions. 

Unrest in neighbouring countries has spin-off effects in India. And the country has 

subsequently built up considerable military capacity with a view to preventing and dealing 

with security challenges.  

India will play an increasingly important political, economic and technological and cultural 

role in a multipolar world. It is a major power with global ambitions. It is a driving force in 

the shift of economic and political power from the West towards the East. India is playing an 

active role in the international arena.  

Hence, it is of utmost importance to comprehend India. I believe that this workshop will give 

important contributions in respect to our understanding of this vast, divers and extremely 

fascination country and within this context the understanding of research priorities for Indian-

Norwegian research cooperation.  

In 2011 two important happenings took place in NTNU’s India collaboration. In February 

NTNU’s Rector initiated a visit to India. 45 researchers from 8 research groups participated. 

The groups visited approximately 20 Indian universities and institutions in several cities over 

a week. Important discussions on further development of existing partnerships were lead and 

new contacts were established. 

I have strong memories of the visit to India and I was fortunate to be able to participate in 

meetings with leading India institutions both in Delhi and Chennai. My strongest memories 

however are from the visit to Bhubaneswar and Orissa and the warm welcome offered by the 

Human Development Foundation.  

Then in Trondheim in October 2011 NTNU organized an India week – India 2011 - in 

collaboration with regional and national partners.The event was designed to contribute to the 

realization of the Norwegian government’s India Strategy and in general strengthen 

cooperation between Norway and India in culture, research, higher education and business 

development through a whole week of exhibitions, concerts, films, conferences, seminars, 

workshop and lectures.  
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Most importantly to NTNU as a research institution during India 2011 was the numerous 

scientific conferences, workshops and seminars organized throughout the week in cooperation 

with Indian partners and providing the opportunity for developing joint projects.  

And that is where this workshop comes in as an essential element. I know that a rather large 

activity have been developed jointly by the Norwegian and Indian research groups over the 

last years and that projects are just waiting to get funded. 

The themes of this workshop mirror very well the activities in the Research Council of 

Norway’s INDNOR programme, which has already funded several pre-studies. As a result of 

the INDNOR programme’s activities as well as the NTNU delegation to India and the India 

week, a wide range of collaborations have already been developed, showing that the India-

Norway research cooperation is already vigorously up and running.  

The workshop is designed to aid the development of the new INDEMB research program in 

the Research Council of Norway specifically targeted towards collaboration with India partly 

funded by the Norwegian Embassy in Delhi. The results of this workshop will give important 

input into the upcoming INDEMB call from the Research Council of Norway to be launches 

in late August with a deadline planned for October 2012.  

I would like to thank the Research Council for the open approach and the willingness to target 

the money flows in accordance with the priorities within the research community itself. I find 

this kind of workshop interesting and refreshing as a model for developing the content of 

national programmes, and the close dialogue with the national research community unique.  

The workshop is hosted by the Department of Geography at NTNU and I would like to take 

the opportunity to thank Head of Department Asbjørn Karlsen for approving of the workshop 

being organized at NTNU. A special thank you to Professor Ragnhild Lund and Dr. Tanu 

Priya for taking on the responsibility of making the workshop really happen. I know that it is 

only a few weeks back that the Research Council asked NTNU to be the host and organizer of 

the workshop and I am deeply impressed that you have been able actually set it up and with 

such an impressive programme including key Indian and Norwegian partners.  

Unfortunately I will not be able to join you for the rest of the workshop, which I would very 

much have liked to. But I wish you the best of luck in the plenary sessions and not least in the 

parallel sessions from where the input to the new INDEMB research programme will derive. I 
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am confident that the contributions from this workshop will have significant impact on the 

future India-Norway collaboration.  

Good luck and thank you.  
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Annex 2 – Book of abstracts 

 

Sub theme: Transition to a Sustainable Energy System 

 

Economic and Institutional Aspects of Renewables – Dr. Anoop Singh, Associate Professor, 

Department of Industrial and Management Engineering,  Indian Institute of Technology, Kanpur, 

India 

Focusing on scaling up the deployment of renewables for rural energy, this talk will present an 

analysis of the reasons why some apparently economically viable renewable energy projects fail and 

the barriers in replicating successful projects at a large scale. A business model proposal for 

decentralized renewable energy that won best business model award at Clean Energy Asia 

Conference in 2010, will also be presented.  

 

Scalable Business Models for Access to Energy – Mr. Sharad Tiwari, Deputy General Manager, 

Technology and Action for Rural Advancement (TARA), Delhi, India 

This talk will highlight the research required in the area of sustainable solutions for access to energy 

for rural populations in developing countries. Drawing upon experiences from implementing projects 

using decentralized renewable energy systems for rural electrification and economic development, 

this presentation will address the challenges in achieving scale and sustainability in the provision of 

access to clean energy to the poorest populations in India. 

 

A brief overview of the LinkS project – Christian Skar, NTNU 

The LinkS project is a multi-disciplinary work involving the use of different types of energy system 

models for studying long term climate change mitigating strategies. This includes a global integrated 

assessment model, where both the energy system and agriculture and land use is included, an 

equilibrium model for global gas markets, and regional electricity optimization models. This 

presentation will introduce the different models we're working with, how these models work 

together and some words about the ambitious target of integrating the use of technical models in 

comparative policy studies.  
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Sub theme: Urban Management 

 

Pani..Potties..Makaan...aur Ajeevika1: About Mainstreaming Slums – Dr. Renu Khosla, Director, 

Centre for Urban and Regional Excellence  

 

The informal urban settlement is a response of the urban poor to a crisis in city housing, and informal 

livelihoods, their choice in the face of survival. Resettlement of informal slums is usually the default 

government reply to this exigency – a flawed response based on stereotypes that equate ‘illegal 

homes to illegal people’, and seek to gate away the poor to a city’s edge.  

 

However, development that happens in drips and drabs cannot produce meaningful change. 

Imprinting slums on the city’s development footprint is key to building resilient cities. Mainstreaming 

the informal however, needs to be predicated on the recognition that the informal is here to stay, 

that the informal poor are a city’s assets and contribute to its growth, and that an urban fabric that 

divides the city into the core (or rich) and fringe (or poor) areas is a growth catastrophe.   

 

Networking slums is not just about connecting the small and the large pipes (usually a pipe dream), 

but to embrace within the overarching urban design the development of poor neighbourhoods, by 

ensuring a comprehensive and enabling policy and administrative instrumentation. 

 

This paper shall present the experiences of the Centre for Urban and Regional Excellence (CURE), a 

development organization working with slum communities, in planning for inclusive development. 

The bedrock of CURE’s work is the organisation of poor communities as key players in and active 

agents of development. Such people-driven upgrading recognizes communities’ strengths and 

capacities and equips them with the knowledge and resources to broker deals and negotiate 

outcomes as per entitlements.  

 

In the cities of Delhi and Agra, CURE’s approach has recognized that such development requires a 

dynamic interplay of both bottom-up participation and effective and comprehensive design and 

policy instruments that are able to address the full range of needs of a poor community – pani (water 

through water kiosks hooked to piped networks that provide potable water), potties (sanitation 

through in-house toilets connected to intermediate cluster septic tank arrangements with 

conveyance and treatment systems capable of being hooked to city networks in incremental 

development to comprehensive drain improvement), makaan (houses that are incrementally built up 

                                                      

1
 (Water..Toilets..Houses and Livelihoods: About Mainstreaming Slums 
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as per demand and pocket) and the ability to afford an equal level of services - ajeevika (livelihoods 

by creating medium enterprises in mass and niche products with effective financing and marketing 

mechanisms with critical linkages to decent housing with appropriate services. This combined 

dynamic of organised communities and responsive state institutions is the dependable entry points 

for reducing alienation and progressive integration.  

 

 

Challenges to provision of sustainable Community Based Sanitation – S. Sinha, CDD Society, Survey 

No 205, Opp Beedi Workers Colony, Kommagatta Road, Bandematt, Kengeri Satellite Town, 

Bengaluru 560 060, INDIA 

* Email:susmita.s@cddindia.org 

Keywords: community based sanitation, wastewater characteristics, per capita wastewater 

production, DEWATS, technical and social factors, performance, maintenance 

The Community Based Sanitation (CBS) framework promoted and implemented by the Consortium 

for DEWATS Dissemination (CDD) Society in India and Bremen Overseas  research and Development 

Association (BORDA) Network in south East Asia and southern Africa looks at sanitation with a 

holistic and integrated approach. Sanitation is not only the provision of infrastructure or ‘hardware’ 

but a synthesis of various ‘software’ components like building capacities for behaviour changes, 

making people capable of operating and maintaining the infrastructure provided, getting active 

cooperation and participation of various stakeholders, willingness of the involved stakeholders for 

improved sanitation along with the accepted and appropriate technologies from the toilet till the 

disposal or reuse point. The CBS approach includes the implementation of Decentralised Wastewater 

Treatment Systems (DEWATS). These communal DEWATS are generally treating wastewater 

produced by very small communities or community sanitation centres, which leads to large variations 

in diurnal and long-term hydraulic and load feed-characteristics. Little literature exists about 

wastewater generation and its characteristics in the regions in which DEWATS are implemented. The 

design of DEWATS reactor volumes depends mainly on the hydraulic load generated by the 

connected community and the influent characteristics. It is therefore necessary to gather fielddata 

and to analyse data collected over the last 6-8 years - data on institutional, social, operation and 

maintenance (O&M) and technical parameters were gathered through questionnaires, field 

observations and chemical analyses. This will give insights to better understanding of the technical 

and social factors that influence wastewater-production, its characteristics and therefore its 

influence on the treatment efficiency and the performance of the CBS systems with time. This paper 

assesses data collected from two CBS systems in India and also identifies the gaps based on 

challenges faced in data collection and analyses. 
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Sub theme: Disaster  Management 

Mainstreaming Disaster Risk Reduction into Urban Development in India: Towards an Integrated 

Approach – By Rohit Jigyasu, Senior Advisor, Indian Institute for Human Settlements (IIHS), Delhi and 

Bangalore, India 

 

Indian subcontinent is exposed to various natural hazards such as earthquakes, landslides, floods and 

cyclones. Major regions of the country are located in high risk seismic zones where earthquakes of 

magnitude six or above on the Richter Scale are distinct possibilities. Parts of the northeast receive 

the highest rainfall in the world whereas parts of the northwest have the scantiest. Also the long 

coastline of India faces high risk of storm surges and Tsunami. This wide variation in rainfall, climate 

and geography makes India highly susceptible to these hazards. Unfortunately their frequency and 

intensity is increasing thanks to various factors including climate change. 

India is also witnessing unprecedented urbanization. From 1951, when there were only five cities 

with a population greater than one million, at present there are three cities with population greater 

than 10 million and 53 cities with population exceeding one million. In 2031 it is projected that there 

will be 6 cities with a population greater than 10 million and many more middle and small towns 

(IIHS 2012). Such fast pace of urbanisation much of which is unplanned is leading to growing hazard 

exposure, vulnerabilities and risk. Moreover environmental degradation, over-exploitation of natural 

resources and poverty is increasing vulnerability of cities to disasters. Increased population 

concentrations and poor construction further increase the vulnerability of built environment and the 

fragility of socio-economic systems. At the same time, economic growth and the resulting social 

changes have exposed them to various kinds of technological, fire and security hazards.  

During last few decades, India has taken formidable steps towards setting up an institutional and 

policy framework for disaster risk reduction at national, state and district levels. There has been a 

noticeable shift in focus towards prevention and mitigation rather than response and recovery as had 

been the case before. Some community based initiatives have also been undertaken at local levels, 

especially through concerted efforts of non-governmental organizations. . 

However there is still considerably less focus on disaster risk reduction of rapidly urbanizing 

settlements. At best, the approach has been largely piecemeal and hazard-centric. focusing 

exclusively on one or the other hazard such as earthquakes, flood or fire while overlooking 

underlying causes that create physical, social, economic and institutional vulnerabilities to disasters 

in the first place. There is also a considerable gap between top-down and bottom-up approaches 

which often do not coincide for desired results. Moreover disaster risk reduction initiatives have 

been highly biased either towards technical solutions while overlooking socio-cultural and economic 

aspects or the other way round.  
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In order to make disaster resilient cities, it is important to adopt an integrated approach that takes 

into account multiple hazards and vulnerabilities and integrates disaster risk reduction into polices 

and planning for urban development. This would necessitate development of tools and 

methodologies for comprehensive urban risk assessment and innovative urban practices that seek to 

mainstream disaster risk reduction into sustainable urban development rather than introducing it as 

an after-thought. 

Rehabilitation of Bhopal Gas Tragedy precinct, A case for action research – By Amritha Ballal, Space 

Matters, India 

On the night of December 3, 1984 the biggest industrial disaster in the world caught the city of 

Bhopal tragically unawares. What is less known or understood about the disaster is that almost 26 

years later, most related issues - from the causes of the tragedy, to its fallout, the rehabilitation of 

the victims, to the cleanup of toxic waste lying at the Union Carbide Site and the protection of its 

legacy, remain unresolved.   The unfolding saga of Bhopal holds lessons not just for handling the 

immediate aftermath of urban industrial disasters but throws light on the shortcomings of local 

governance systems in protecting their citizens in the face of disaster in a globalised world. The 

rehabilitation of the still contaminated Union Carbide Factory site in Bhopal is not just a means to 

address the physical fallout of the disaster through restoration and decontamination efforts; its 

transformation into a site of remembrance and cultural resource addresses the social and 

governance aspects of post disaster rehabilitation efforts. There are few sites that can match the 

level of complexity of the Union Carbide site. As an urban, industrial site of disaster it has no 

precedence in India and thus research into the challenges faced in its rehabilitation can contribute to 

building capacity on ground and help end the continuing cycle of disaster. The issues the site raises 

concern Brownfield remediation, participatory planning, disaster management, heritage 

conservation, commemoration processes, architectural design, museum design, cultural resource 

management, conflict management amongst others.   Bhopal requires researchers as well as 

professionals to work in a multidisciplinary and inclusive manner in order to contribute effectively. 

Moreover, the existing condition and controversy around the contaminated Union Carbide site, 

despite available resources and technology to address contamination issues, indicates the limits of 

technical solutions without transparent governance processes and social engagement. For the 

world’s largest democracy, the disengagement between the ‘State’ on one side and the survivors as 

‘people’ on the other has been a troubling legacy of the tragedy. In January 2011, SpaceMatters was 

one of the key partner institutes in the Bhopal2011workshop and symposium, an initiative supported 

by the Research Council of Norway, which sought to combine research with action for positive 

change. Bhopal2011 was firstly aimed at raising awareness on issues facing the site. Secondly, it 

provided a multidisciplinary platform for different individuals and institutions that could contribute 

to and learn from Bhopal. This would help forge a network to initiate long-term engagement with 

Bhopal that could build knowledge and capacity on meeting the challenges in rehabilitation of post 
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disaster urban areas. Finally and critically, the initiative was aimed at exploring whether a healing 

cultural legacy can be salvaged for Bhopal from the decades of pain and trauma, by forging 

connections and exchanging experiences. The event resulted in important interactions between 

research institutions, local stakeholders and the local administration. This presentation highlights 

some of the key outcomes of the Bhopal2011 initiative and possibilities for future engagement. 

  



 

 

49 

 

Managing Societal Changes in India, 18th – 19th June 2 0 1 2  

Sub theme: Mental health and Community Health 

How can Health Promotion (HP) strengthen people's health, and can HP prevent the epidemic of 

Noncommunicable Diseases: the India-Norway-Australia Collobaration (INA) – Dr. Rameshbabu, 

Medwin Hospital, India 

Non communicable diseases (Cardiovascular diseases, diabetes, chronic respiratory diseases and 

certain cancers) have reached epidemic proportions with increasing burden on health care 

expenditure throughout the world.  NCDs are responsible for 63 % of all cause mortality and 

expected to cost USD 47 trillion loss to global economy by 2030. 35 million deaths a year are 

attributed to these four major NCDs alone. Among this, 28 million are from low and middle income 

countries, which raise a serious question – “Should we spend billions of dollars to prevent infectious 

diseases and lose them by NCDs?” The scenario for India, a middle income country and holding the 

major population of world is equally alarming. The projected number of cases by 2015 are 64 million 

(CVDs), 45.8 million (Diabetes), 22.2 million (COPD), 2.49 million (Cancers). The projected cumulative 

loss of national income for India due to non-communicable disease mortality for 2006-2015 will be 

USD237billion.  

Even though the statistics are alarming, understanding the cause of NCD s gives us a hope. The fact 

that they have a common aetiology (high BMI, elevated blood pressure, blood sugar and elevated 

cholesterols) and more importantly by controlling these modifiable risk factors 80% of premature 

NCDs can be prevented.  

Initiatives targeting lifestyle modifications and health promotion activities are still at incipient stages 

in low and middle income countries. HAPPI (Health Awareness Promotion Project India) is an 

initiative to combat the growing burden of NCDs in India.  Health education, awareness, and 

promotion of healthy lifestyle form the nucleus of HAPPI interventions at the community, corporate 

and schools.  All the major interventions focus around promoting physical activity, healthy food 

choices, no or moderate alcohol, no tobacco and managing stress.  

Modifying risk factors through promotion of proactive lifestyle changes is key principle to prevent or 

delay NCDs. But the intervention programs have to be catered to the needs of the individual. Simple 

risk stratification through questionnaires and non lab based measurements can be effectively used to 

establish the baseline of an individual’s health status. In our recent data from two IT companies, 40 

to 60 % of the employees are out of normal range for simple parameters like Body Mass Index, Waist 

Circumference, Waist Hip Ratio, Blood Pressure.  

Intervention through educational workshops, seminars, practical demonstrations will create an 

impetus which can be carried forward through emails, short messages on mobile phones and 

posters. Team activities like sports, weight loss competitions, walkathon can yield cumulative results 
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and sustenance of the program.  Seeking the support of leadership, identifying the wellness 

champions to advocate positive behaviour are key determining factors in achieving the desired 

outcomes for the organization. 

Evaluating the effectiveness of the health promotion measures and making appropriate changes to 

the program will help us arrive at long term tangible benefits of positive change in health parameters 

and financial outcomes. Well accepted and sustained health promotion programs will result in 

positive change in culture of the organization which paves way for healthier tomorrow.  

 

Communication, Ethics and Technologies in Health Promotion – Heidi Gilstad, NTNU 

The World Health Organization (WHO) defines Health Promotion as: “the process of enabling people 

to increase control over, and to improve, their health”. As Ubokudom and Khubcandani (2010) 

illustrate in the Ecology of Global Health Promotion, a complexity of social and environmental 

interventions have an impact on the health of human beings. A significant social intervention in 

modern healthcare and health promotion is the use of technologies. Health technologies and medical 

expert systems are increasingly important for monitoring, assessing, informing and communicating 

about health. Health issues are monitored and registered in electronic health records. Health is 

assessed by means of different medical technologies, such as medical imaging. Health information is 

provided through global and local synchronous and asynchronous media technologies. The 

involvement of technologies in healthcare and health promotion calls for a sensibility in the health 

communication between the participants. Healthcare as well as health promotion involving 

technologies actualizes medical ethics. In order to maintain ethical and relational proprieties in 

health promotion, attention must be paid to the human beings in their specific sociocultural context, 

with particular awareness of the impact medical technologies have on peoples` perception of and 

attitudes towards health. 

 

Happiness, yoga and active aging in a globalized world: Discourses on human wellbeing in the life 

course and sustainable development – By Ingunn Hagen, Department of Psychology, NTNU 

The purpose of this presentation is to discuss the research proposal which was submitted to the 

Norwegian Research council’s FRISAM program recently, by Professor Usha Sidana Nayar and myself. 

We also had valuable input in this process from Nina Kavita Bahl and Lea Loncar, both with MAs in 

psychology and ambitions to do research in this field. 

In recent years there has been a renewed interest in questions related to human happiness and 

wellbeing in a number of fields like positive psychology, Buddhist psychology, and health psychology. 



 

 

51 

 

Managing Societal Changes in India, 18th – 19th June 2 0 1 2  

Happiness has also been on the global political agenda, especially through the high level UN meeting 

on “Happiness and Wellbeing: Defining a New Economical Paradigm” in New York, April 2nd, 2012. 

Sustainable development includes happiness of citizens as related to people centered state policies 

and their implementation. The concern with happiness and wellbeing has also been intense in 

popular culture and books, and also in the media.  

We view human happiness as closely intertwined with mental health problems. Thus, we find it 

important to get a better understanding of human happiness, both at societal and individual levels. 

What societal conditions make people relate to the present situation with joy, creativity and hope? 

How can societies, individuals and specific interventions facilitate human happiness and wellbeing? 

We are also concerned with how the concept of happiness can be operationalized. What state of 

mind is this, and what attitudes and feeling do different human beings associate with happiness? It is 

also our conviction that human wellbeing and happiness presupposes a perspective which 

emphasizes body-mind integration.  

We also presuppose that the experiences of happiness need to be contextualized. We are concerned 

with how people create joy for themselves in different settings with different everyday life struggles, 

different goals and aspirations, and in different socio-cultural contexts. The challenge of this research 

project is to understand the societal conditions and the individual attitudes and experiences of 

happiness in a globalized world by examining two very different contexts, Norway and India. We 

believe it is important to focus on both macro-level and individual subjective meaning related to 

happiness. An innovative aspect of our project will be to examine interventions that can be 

developed into self-administrative practices, which may lead to happiness and wellbeing in people’s 

life courses. Such interventions often need community and societal commitment in order to be 

sustained.  

In today’s modern world the aim of pursuing happiness might correspond to even more barriers than 

in the past. It is therefore seen as a vital that studies address the subject and the involved 

mechanisms in a framework of critical and globalization theory. Such studies are also central so that 

we as psychologists know what environment we are dealing with happiness in - in different cultures 

and societies with diversity.  
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Sub theme: Livelihoods 

Scaling up the Understanding of Linkages between Mobilities and Livelihoods in India –  

Tanu Priya Uteng, Rambøll Norge 

The aim of this presentation was to highlight the relationship between the various facets of 

development taking place in India  which impact daily mobility and livelihoods of women and poor in 

India. Developmental issues like post-disaster rehabilitation, globalization, micro-credit schemes etc. 

which are rarely discussed in mainstream discussion on ‘mobility’ were brought to the fore. The 

entire argument of this presentation is based on the premise that seemingly isolated development 

trends like globalization and post-disaster rehabilitation processes impact mobility differently and if 

these impacts are not taken into account, they will further exclude women and poor in India. 

Such concerns draws its precedence from the fact that ‘access’ is primarily a gendered and classed 

phenomenon in the developing countries, pertaining to all the sub-sets of access, i.e. access to 

information, rights, land, money, education, skills, political participation and voice. It thus becomes 

incumbent upon the policy makers and development practitioners to shred down the details of these 

‘constrained accesses’ to truly empower women and the poor. This study highlights the ways in 

which constrained (daily) mobility i.e. the element of physical access to different facilities bears upon 

the issue of empowerment. Rather than being a singular function of transport provision, daily 

mobility in developing countries is guided by a set of complex hierarchies. This study contends that 

the following elements, though not exhaustive in nature, are highly influential in gendering of 

mobility in the present times: prevalent social/cultural norms, transport infrastructure, physical/area 

planning, effects of globalization, governance (women’s presence and participation in informal sector 

and micro-credit schemes), pre and post disaster/conflict rehabilitation process and access to 

information and communication technologies (ICTs). The core idea has been to salvage the theme of 

‘mobility’ from the narrow confines of transport-related understanding and  highlight that ‘mobility’ 

is a multi-faceted phenomenon and bears significant impact on the overarching aim of 

empowerment.  

 

Mobility Policies in Indian Cities and its Impact on Livelihoods – Geetam Tiwari, CE 

Department/TRIPP, Indian Institute of Technology Delhi 

Indian cities are characterized by diversities and heterogeneity in socio economic conditions. These 

mega cities are agglomeration of several small cities having multiple economies, in close proximity to 

each other. One economy serves the needs of the affluent and features modern technologies, formal 

markets, and outward appearance of developed countries. The other serves disadvantaged groups 

and is marked by traditional technologies, informal markets, and moderate to severe levels of 
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economic and political deprivation. A majority of the population is dependent on walking, bicycling 

and public transport. Automobile mobility is still in the preserve of the minority.  Current 

understanding of transportation issues in these cities has prompted ‘improvement’ in transport 

situation by disintegrating public spaces for uninterrupted movement of private vehicles. 

Improvement in road capacity in these cities has meant reducing pedestrian and bicycle facilities, 

removing street vendors, restricting pedestrian movements and constructing grade separated 

junctions. In this presentation we explore two questions: 

Does Public transport improve access to employment of people who do not have personal motorized 

vehicles? 

What is the impact of current policies regarding informal transport and activities supporting it on 

livelihoods of low income residents. 

1. Metro rail projects have been promoted as a sustainable mode of transport in all cities. It is a 

capital intensive project and requires at least 20 times more investments than a road based public 

transport project. The justification for these projects is often based on the social benefits including 

improved access to users of the system, environment and safety benefits. At the same time, the 

“users” of the transport system are a heterogeneous mix of people of different socio-economic 

classes, with different needs and desires and differing needs of movement. These differential 

concerns make the task of assessing the feasibility of a project more complex – some users may 

benefit, some may not, and some may not be affected at all. Also, there may be a category of non-

users of the project – people who are not the target group or the stakeholders – who may experience 

an indirect impact of the project. 

Anvita Arora (2007) studied the impact of Delhi metro on poor households residing in the proximity 

of the project.  The Delhi Metro rail has acquired large tracts of land along its lines. This land 

acquisition has led to demolition of existing structures and large scale evictions. Apart from other 

commercial and residential evictions it has also caused eviction of low-income settlements for its 

construction and is a good example of how large infrastructure projects cause eviction and 

resettlement of the urban poor. 

The study concludes that relocation due to the metro has had a significant negative impact on the 

SEWB(socio economic well being) of the poor households. It illustrates that though the urban poor 

are not expected users of the metro, their accessibility and mobility and hence their socio-economic 

well-being is affected by its introduction in the urban transport system. This study illustrates that 

though the urban poor are not expected users of the metro, their accessibility and mobility and 

hence their socio-economic well-being is affected by its introduction in the urban transport system.  
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2. Landuse policy can influence city density, structure, diversity and local designs to influence urban 

air pollution and promote sustainable transport. In response to these recommendations cities plan 

high rise structures, commercial centers close to metro stops, and pedestrian and bicycle facilities in 

residential areas. However, high density existing in slums, street vendors near the bus stops and 

along the roads are not considered desirable for sustainability. Three wheelers, and rickshaws are 

considered to create congestion. Current knowledge of city planning process and transport system 

gives lowest priority to pedestrians, bicyclists and rickshaws and  presence of street vendors is 

viewed as an "illegal encroachment" .  Their role in providing services to pedestrians, bicyclists and 

public transport users and ensuring safety from crime has not been documented and integrated in 

transport plans and policies. Since street vending provides opportunity of livelihoods in the city at 

minimal cost to poor household, hostile policies creates hardships for this sector by reducing income 

opportunities and creates sub optimal conditions for commuters using non motorised systems and 

public transport systems. 

 

Re-Assignment of E-waste Using Constructive Design Research - Exploring new livelihood from 

Waste Management – Dr. Jayanta Chatterjee, P. Vivek Anand , Dr. Satyaki Roy, Design Programme, 

IIT Kanpur, India 

Keywords: Waste Management, E-Waste, WEEE, Printed circuit boards, Reassignment, Curio, 

Beautility, Constructive Design Research, Probes, cradle to cradle livelihood 

Following nearly two centuries of industrial development, consumer markets are inundated with fast 

changing array of products. Globalization has enabled nations with differing environmental 

standards, varying wage and salary levels to trade globally in all manner of goods and services. There 

is an invisible impact on emerging countries like India due to this global movement of goods and 

services, rapid technology obsolescence and increasing usage, where laws to protect environment 

and workers are inadequate and not enforced. 

E-waste exported to developing nations continues to cause great harm to the workers and children in 

the areas where e-waste is crudely handled and loosely dumped. 

Many electrical and electronic products are designed to last longer than the life span of the 

underlying technology. There is a high scope and potential for these discarded, ‘retired by 

obsolescence’ resources to serve a better purpose if we apply design thinking to the problem. That 

process can create new, more dignified and safer livelihood models across the disposal chain. There 

are worldwide inspirations like the ‘Trash into Art’, MIT and N+ew, Columbia or Thunkindia. 

The study explores Product Reassignment, a procedure of transforming obsolete products by 

transforming its original function and purpose into something novel and beautiful, providing a new 
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service or utility not considered by the original designer and the manufacturer. A product 

reassignment approach may lead to longer product life and inspirational usage by creating new 

micro-level entrepreneurs who offer- “beautility from discards “. 

This study uses a Constructive Design Research approach for the exploration and suggests prototypes 

and probes aimed at developing designs, micro-scale manufacturing methods and tools relevant for 

the Indian context. 
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Sub theme: Distributive Justice 

 

Water Conflicts in India: A Million Revolts in the Making – K. J. Joy, Senior Fellow with Society for 

Promoting Participative Ecosystem Management (SOPPECOM), Pune (India) and is the Coordinator of 

Forum o Policy Dialogue on Water Conflicts in India  

 

  “Water Conflicts in India – A Million Revolts in the Making”2, the title of my presentation, in a way 

vividly captures what is unfolding in India around water conflicts. The first reference to water 

conflicts in the Indian context we see during the times of Buddha when the Sakiya and Koliyaclans 

waged a terrible war about sharing the river Rohini. Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar sites this as the main 

reason for Buddha denouncing his princely life. Water conflicts in India now have taken an 

unprecedented scale. Water conflicts in India now reach every level; divide every segment of our 

society – political parties, states, regions and sub-regions within states, districts, castes and groups 

and individual farmers. Though water wars, as predicted by some, may not have taken place, water is 

radically altering and affecting political boundaries all over the world, between as well as within 

countries. In India, water conflicts are likely to get worse before they begin to be resolved. Till then 

they pose a significant threat to economic growth, social stability, security and ecosystem health. 

And under threat are the poorest of the poor as well as the very sources of our water – our rivers, 

wetlands and aquifers. 

 

Conflicts are taken to be bad or negative, but they are logical developments in the absence of proper 

democratic, legal and administrative mechanisms to handle issues that are at the root of water 

conflicts. Very often other contradictions in society around class, caste, patriarchy, ethnicity and geo-

politics map on to water conflicts. Part of the problem stems from the specific nature of water as a 

resource: for example, (i) water is divisible and amenable to sharing; (ii) but it is a common pool 

resource so that a unit of water used by someone is a unit denied to others; (iii) it has multiple uses 

and users and involves resultant tradeoffs; (iv) excludability is an inherent problem and exclusion 

costs involved are often very high; (v) it requires a consideration and understanding of nested 

expanding scales and boundaries from the local watershed to interbasin transfers; and (v) the way 

water is planned, used and managed causes externalities – both positive and negative, and many of 

them are unidirectional and asymmetric.  These characteristics have a bearing on water related 

institutions, policies and laws and have the potential to trigger contestation, polarisation, exclusion 

and conflict. 

                                                      

2
 This is the title of the book edited by Joy K. J., Biksham Gujja, Suhas Paranjape, Vindo Goud and Shruti 

Vispute, published by Routldge in 2008 
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There is also a relative paucity of frameworks, policies and mechanisms that deal with water 

resources. In contrast, policies, frameworks, legal set-ups and administrative mechanisms to deal 

with immobile natural resources like land and forests have greater visibility and have a greater body 

of experience backing them, however contested they may be. There is also a greater academic 

engagement with these resources. In contrast, water conflicts have not received the same kind of 

attention.3  

My presentation, based on the work done by Forum for Policy Dialogue on Water Conflicts in India4, 

the first systematic and dedicated effort to engage with water conflicts in India would try to unfold 

the different types of water conflicts in India. However, the presentation would try to focus more on 

the theme of contending water uses and inter-sectoral conflicts as this is one of the most serious 

types of conflicts unfolding in India and it is directly related to the developmental path chosen by 

Indian state especially post 1990.     

 

 

Mineral Based Economic Development and Consequences on the Bottom of the Pyramid: Insights 

from Odisha –Prof. Haribandhu Panda, Director, HDF School of Management, Bhubaneswar, India  

 

The central India, covering part of the states of Rajasthan, Gujarat, Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, 

Chhatisgarh, Odisha, Jharkhand, Andhra Pradesh and West Bengal, in a contiguous area of nearly 100 

districts between 18-25 degree north latitude, with abundant mineral, water and forest resources 

and rich biodiversity, is inhabited by about 70% of the tribal population of the country that are among 

the poorest, malnourished and illiterate section of the society. Last two decades of growth oriented 

and private corporate led economic development focusing on mining and mineral extraction industry 

has irreversibly damaged the natural resource based livelihood system of the local community, 

without a sustainable substitute system. Most of the tribal and other socio-economically marginalised 

people who did not migrate as wage labourer have become refugees in their own home. Every 

passing day sees more and more people losing their livelihood, habitat, culture and purpose of life. 

Compensation for displacement, sometime generous at the prevailing rate, does not meet their long 

term need. Government expenditure on physical infrastructure, education, livelihood and health and 

                                                      

3
 There have been certain sporadic efforts in the form of 1) Vandana Shiva, “Ecology and the Politics of Survival: 

Conflicts over Natural Resources in India” (Sage, New Delhi, 1991) and “Water Wars: Privatization, Pollution, 
and Profit” South End Press, 2002); 2) A. Vaidyanathan and H. M. Oudshoom (ed.)., “Managing Water Scarcity: 
Experiences and Prospects”( Manohar, New Delhi, 2004) 

4
 Forum for Policy Dialogue in India, is net work of more than 100 individual and organisations mainly drawn 

form the academic and civil society organisations. For details visit URL:http://conflicts.indiawatrportal.org 
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industries' contribution through corporate social responsibility (CSR) on similar effort, lack long term 

commitment and sincerity, and primarily meant to contain the discontent at the controllable level. In-

migration and surfacing of new and powerful stakeholders in the area shrink their socio-economic 

space. Local people fail to avail the jobs generated in the area because of the absence of required 

skill. Negative externalities in the form of natural resource degrading agents affect the livelihood base 

of people, even far away from the base of mining and industries. Laws, policies, and rules of 

government are used to sanction projects and convey a semblance of justice, but the provisions are 

hardly adhered to in practice. Even democratic resistance to the government and/or industries' action 

is repulsed with force. Unemployed and underemployed youth are being coopted by political parties 

and have become rent seekers in government sponsored development projects and are becoming 

social nuisance. The entire region is in the grip of intense social conflict. For effective evidence-based 

policy advocacy, sustainable livelihood security of local community and preservation of indigenous 

culture and identity there is a need to generate a body of knowledge in the following areas. 

1. How to exploit natural resources such as minerals, forests, water and land while maintaining 

the long-term livelihood security of local community? 

2. While introducing modern technology and industry in to an area inhabited by tribals, how to 

maintain indigenous culture and identity? 

3. How to make the development truly inclusive? 

 

Extraction of natural resources and pattern of industrialisation –  Amit Bhaduri, JNU , India and 

Rune Skarstein, NTNU 

 

An official report (Saxena Committee) put the percentage of poor people in Orissa at 84.5 per cent, 

far above the Indian average,. And yet between 1993-94 and 2004-5, the value of iron ore produced 

in Orissa at constant prices increased ten times, that of bauxite and chromite more than two times 

and coal more than three times. Growth of private mining contributes to worsening the poverty of 

the poor of the area as they are dispossessed of their land, water and other common property 

resources which go under the control of the corporations with connivance of governments. 

Corporate-led industrialisation neither creates jobs for them, nor resettles them with alternative 

livelihood. Even worse, very often minerals like iron ore are directly exported with meager royalty for 

the governments and enormous private profit. 

 

The dynamics of the process of growth that has been in operation over the last two decades is being 

fuelled continuously by growing inequality. At the heart of the growth process is a mutually 

reinforcing mechanism of ‘cumulative causation’ (a term due to Gunner Myrdal) between increasing 

inequality and higher rates of growth. One feeds on the other to trace out a trajectory of high growth 

in output.  While the economy seems to be doing well, the majority of people are not doing well. 

There is an exceedingly slow growth of regular employment in the organised sector. Those who come 
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to work in the urban and semi urban informal sector are desperately poor, many of whom have lost 

all hopes of livelihood in agriculture. Extremely low earnings in the unorganised sector with a state 

refusing to spend sufficiently on social welfare like health education or food security, has created a 

nightmare of hopelessness for the poor.  
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Sub theme: Environmental Insecurity 

The Violent Trajectories of Growth in Globalising India – Moushumi Basu, JNU, India 

Keywords: Economic Growth, Development, Transformation, Violence, India 

Development like any other sphere of public life is as open to contestations and differences. 

Perceptions of what makes up for development vary according to circumstances and preferences, 

relative to the needs and aspirations of individual societies. The neo-liberal insistence on a single 

supposedly consensual criterion that equates development with market expansion obscures the 

contested terrains that underlie the processes of development. The paper builds on three different 

case studies to explore the seemingly violent trajectories of growth that have characterised the 

process of development over the last twenty years in India. Aimed at capturing the intensely political 

transformation and the reorientation of the State’s role in development vis’-a-vis’ the market and the 

implications of such realignment on the body politic, the paper seeks to closely explore the 

increasing use of violence and coercion by the State against those opposing its development 

programmes and projects. The case studies include: (i) effects of liberalisation on agrarian structures 

(ii) the issue of mines, minerals and livelihood and (iii) growing vulnerability and increasing 

informalisation of labour relations in India. 

 

“Health in the green economy”, or with man in mind – Sidsel Roalkvam, Senior 

Researcher/Academic Director, University of Oslo, Centre for Development and the 

Environment(SUM), LEVE-Livelihoods in Developing Countries  

The operative words “green economy” is an indicator of how the global situation has changed in the 

past 20 years. In 1992, the consensus was for national governments to ensure that economic 

development did not cause damage to the environment. Now the task ahead is to ensure that 

environmental protection does not hurt global and national economies.   

This talk takes as its point of departure the RIO + 20 Conference on Green Economy and inclusive 

growth and asks what possible collaborative and interdisciplinary research could be developed under 

such an agenda. Health has been one of the primary reasons why environmental issues have 

garnered their current level of attention in international policy discussions, environmental 

degradation (e.g., deforestation, air pollution, climate change, land degradation, desertification, and 

rapid urbanization) have been causally linked to many if not most of the pressing global health 

priorities. Health indicators therefore provides one of the strongest means to measure progress on 

the social, economic, and  environmental pillars of sustainable development.  My focus upon health 

in the green economy is thus manner by which environmental and growth technologies can be put 

back into human service.  
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Monsoon gambling and scheme manoeuvring: (how) is climate change important for rural India? – 

Guro Aandahl, NIBR 

 

India with its monsoon climate has had to deal with climate-related risks (floods, droughts, cyclones) 

for hundreds of years: too much or too little water in the wrong places. Several environmental 

historians and social scientists have analysed how Indians have lived with, suffered from and also to a 

certain extent mastered the inherent environmental insecurity of a monsoon climate. One of the 

insights from this research is that water management is a political arena, through which both pre-

colonial and colonial rulers, and democratic central, state, and local governments and politicians win 

and lose the support of local people. 

 

Climate change is now said to be one of the major challenges to rural people in India, and a large 

literature is emerging on climate-change impacts, vulnerabilities and adaptation. Climate change is 

likely to intensify extreme weather events like droughts and floods over the sub-continent. Over the 

last ten years policy-making communities (national and international, governmental and non-

governmental) are concerned with how to strengthen the adaptive capacity of rural communities 

through action plans and various strategies like Community-Based Adaptation, Climate-Smart 

Agriculture, and Shared Learning Dialogues. 

 

Climate-change adaptation action plans and programmes in India add to the numerous schemes for 

poverty alleviation, watershed development, integrated rural development programmes, housing 

schemes, subsidies for small and marginal farmers, and sustainability missions of the government of 

India. Many of these now presuppose the formation of local institutions for management of 

resources and solution of conflicts. How are these schemes functioning and experienced at the 

village level? 

 

The presentation will briefly review historical and social science literature on climate-related 

insecurity in rural India, and then consider to what extent the numerous climate-change adaptation 

reports and programmes draw on insights from academic work. Based on this review and glimpses 

from ethnographic research in Gujarat (and a brief visit to rural Maharashtra), I will propose some 

questions which merit further research.  
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Sub theme: Growth-related Challenges 

Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) – By Ragnhild Madland, University of Agder 

 

Corporate social responsibility (CSR) has become a requisite in today’s modern business environment 

and a research field with considerable implications for academia, management and society. 

Corporations are encouraged to behave socially responsible, publicly accountable and apply 

principles of sustainability on a wide range of issues (Welford and Frost 2006).  

 

In India, there is a long history of responsible behaviour of business and it remains well established 

today (Chapple and Moon 2005; Mishra and Suar 2010; Mitra 2011). In their seven-country study of 

CSR web site reporting in Asia, Chapple and Moon (2005) find that India holds the highest level of 

CSR within the study sample, despite having the lowest GNP per capita. Comparing India to China, 

Russia and Brazil, Alon et al. (2010) report how companies in India highlight stakeholder 

commitments to local communities when they develop their CSR programs and that they put a 

special emphasis on the quality of community life compared to the other countries in their study. In 

India, companies typically focus their CSR activities on community development (Arora and Puranik 

2004; Dhanesh 2012; Mishra and Suar 2010; Sharma and Tyagi 2010; Sharma 2011). Companies focus 

their social actions on local communities in and around their area of operation. They develop socially 

responsible initiatives and actions, which may remove or at least ameliorate the adverse impact of 

these companies’ operations on the local communities, and maximise the positive impacts for their 

benefits (Sharma 2011). Under the banner of CSR, companies in India are involved in philanthropic 

donations, but they have also started looking beyond passive philanthropy (Singh 2010). They involve 

building company-community relationships, public-private partnerships and partnerships with 

capacity building NGOs (Mishra and Suar 2010). CSR initiatives include new infrastructure 

development or enhancing existing infrastructure, such as roads, schools, tube wells and 

electrification (Sharma 2011).   

 

How can we understand the responsibility of business to develop communities? What are the 

possibilities for companies to engage in dialogue with local communities when developing and 

monitoring CSR initiatives? Is there a role for the NGOs between business and local communities? 

And what is the role of the state? 

 

Drawing on empirical knowledge of CSR initiatives by mining companies in Odisha, this presentation 

will explore the context specificity of CSR, look at what CSR means beyond business rhetoric and 

question the top down approach to community development under the CSR umbrella.  
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Sub theme: Social Inclusion and Exclusion 

Entitlements, Ideology and Resources – Pamela Price, UiO                                                                                          

Scholars of Indian society generally accept that notions of hierarchy traditionally played an important 

role in the organization of social and political relations in urban and rural communities.  We have also 

found that the onset of democratic regimes after 1947 with regular state and national elections 

brought about changes in social and political conceptions among various groups.  In many parts of 

the country the domination of high caste status, major land owners has been seriously undermined 

and evidence from various sources indicates that ordinary people, including the poor and very poor, 

highly value their right to vote.  It is striking, though, that little scholarship goes beyond quantitative 

studies of voting results to provide nuanced understandings of people’s conceptions of their own and 

other’s rights and entitlements - for it is apparent that that the onset of electoral democracy and the 

expansion of the state has had wide, if unpredictable, effects on different groups’ understanding of 

what is “fair”.   

Over the last 20 years political relations have been further complicated by rapid economic change, 

the effects of climate change, and continuing population growth. There are increasingly contradictory 

claims on natural resources in local communities and regions.  State and central governments 

struggle to manage intensifying conflicts and to develop programs to alleviate distress.  

This presentation explores the topic of competition for resources and notions of entitlement with 

reference to water resource management in semi-arid zones.  I will briefly review evidence of failures 

in the governance of water, relating these to policies which have been based on weak appreciation of 

the complex nature of the universe of rights and entitlements in rural society.  Governments and 

development agencies have neglected to consider, for example, both the intransigence of rural elites 

and the desire for social and economic liberation on the part of low status/class and marginal groups 

in rural society.  My particular focus in the little time I have will be on the case of rural women in 

relation to rights and water. 

 

Mobility and Vulnerability among Tribals in Odisha: Some Pertinent Issues –  Smita Mishra Panda, 

Human Development Foundation, School of Management, Odisha, India    

Odisha is home to 62 tribal communities forming 23% of the total population of the state. With the 

advent of neo-liberalist policies in the state, the tribals are exposed to extraction based 

industrialisation (minerals and natural resources), that directly affect their livelihood sources. Despite 

laws to protect the tribals, they are socially excluded in which disadvantages of class, ethnicity and 

gender is part of their everyday lives, manifested in the form of inequality and relational poverty, 

labour market exclusions, credit market exclusions, gender-related exclusions and inequality, health-
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care, and food insecurity. It is estimated that 75% of the tribal population in the state live below 

poverty levels. Mobility is a very crucial strategy followed by the tribals to meet their livelihood 

needs, in which multiple options are explored by them for their survival. Vulnerability is another 

important dimension of mobility, especially where the tribals are helpless and are forcibly displaced 

or compelled to move out for income earning. What is also observed is that there is a gender-specific 

demand for labour in the market. For example, there is a huge demand for young unmarried tribal 

women from Odisha to work as domestic live-in maids in urban areas like Delhi. Similarly in rural 

areas, they are preferred to work as agricultural labour in the coastal districts of the state.  Although 

such a trend may seem to be narrowing the gender gap in economic participation, but it has not led 

to commensurate gender equality in terms of income and status (both at household and community 

levels). The outcomes of such an approach to development has also led to several social conflicts and 

resistances by tribal communities, the worst being manifested in the form of left-wing extremism 

that is observed in the tribal districts of the state. What is also observed is tribal women are also 

mobilising as resistance groups against the new state sponsored structures that have emerged. 
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Sub theme: Religion, Ethics and Power 

 

Religious symbolism and the politics of urban space development: The case of Manushi Swachha 

Narayani in Delhi city – Yamini Narayanan, Lecturer in International Development, School of 

Humanities and Social Sciences, Faculty of Arts and Education, Deakin University, VIC 3125 

 

The contemporaneous religious influence, especially of religious symbolism on the development and 

use of urban space has not been adequately examined in the developing, ostensibly 'secular' cities of 

India. This paper studies the particular case of the neo-Hindu goddess symbol 'Manushi Swachha 

Narayani' in Delhi who was created as a religious mascot in 2005 to represent the rights of the street 

vendors to hawk their wares in the public spaces in the city. Ideological conflicts on spatial politics 

between the upper/middle and the lower/working classes of Delhi mark the use of urban space in 

the city. I examine the ways in which the Swachha Narayani was used as a symbol of urban 

development reform and  suggest that her contribution to the socio-spatial organisation of Delhi city 

and the use of a goddess symbol as a motif of self-determination indicate one way in which religion 

and urban planning of space can intersect to enable equitable urban development reform in Indian 

cities.  

 

The role of religion in social stability, change and conflict in India – Torkel Brekke, Professor, IKOS, 

University of Oslo 

My title reveals that I take particular interest in the role of religion in conflict situations in India. 

Much of my research has been on idelogies of warfare in ancient Indian culture, but I am also very 

interested in the possible roles of religion, and culture in general, today.  

Many scholars of religion have looked for explanations of conflicts in religious ideologies, while 

others have claimed that ideologies and theologies have no role in social conflict and act as smoke 

screens for deeper causes. Both approaches can obviously be connected to the classical debates in 

social scientific theory, but much research seems to me to be simplistic in either assigning a too big 

or too small place for culture.  

Of course, there are scholars who are more sophisticated. The research of Paul Brass, for instance, 

has demonstrated that what looks like eruptions of religious hatreds are probably better explained as 

organized and institutionalized riot systems. What characterizes such research is its uses of several 

qualitative approaches combining, for instance, historical research with anthropology. 

In the process of developing a new research program about the management of societal changes in 

India, there is one point I would like to get across. Humans are animals suspended in webs of 
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meaning they have spun themselves, as Clifford Geertz put it, and we can never understand  those 

webs of meaning with employing a range of qualitative research methods.  

We are witnessing a trend both in the EU and in Norway where qualitative research in the social 

sciences and the humanities is increasingly seen to be auxiliary to technological research or research 

in the natural or sciences. To illustrate my point, I want to give one simple example of a research 

problem where qualitative research is the only relevant approach. 

A couple of years ago I went on a trip to the town of Malerkotla in Punjab in order to do preparations 

for research that I wanted to carry out in the town. Malerkotla is a special place because the town 

has a substantial Muslim population in spite of the ethnic cleansing that took place in the Punjab in 

1947.  

My research idea was to find out more about how people in the town, both Sikhs, Muslims and 

Hindus, related to the heritage of Malerkotla as a town that was resistant to religious conflict. Of 

course, in the back of my mind I had a feeling that the case of Malerkotla might have some larger 

lesson that could be useful in the understanding and management of religious conflicts in general.  

It became apparent that in order to understand Malerkotla’s inter-religious situation one had to go 

into the local understanding of history. In particular, one must go back to the late 17th century.  

Nawab Sher Muhammad Khan ruled the district of Malerkotla from 1672 to 1712. At this time the 

assertivness and popularity of the Sikh gurus brought them into conflict with the Mughal rulers in 

Delhi. The nawab of Malerkotla was an able general and he played an important role in the 

campaigns for the Mughals against the Sikhs. In one of the battles, the tenth guru of the Sikhs, Guru 

Gobind Singh, was besieged in the city of Anandpur. The guru’s mother, Mata Gujri, and his two 

youngest sons, Zorowar Singh and Fateh Singh, escaped from the besieged town, but they were 

betrayed and captured at Sirhind.  

In captivity, the young boys were urged to convert to Islam, but they refused. They were sentenced 

to death and were to be executed by being bricked alive into a wall by the Mughal governor of 

Sirhind, Wazir Khan. But Nawab Sher Muhammad Khan spoke up against this treatment of the 

children. The ruler of Malerkotla claimed that executing two boys would be un-Islamic and a violation 

of the rules of war. This intervention on behalf of the boys is know as the Cry for Justice and is the 

most famous episode in the history of Malerkotla. 

The legend of Mother Gujri and the martyrdom of her grandsons is transmitted in several ways. 

Firstly, through the relating of stories. The story is a common ingredient in popular Sikh literature for 

children and adults. This literature is often focused on individuals and their sufferings for the Sikh 

faith. Secondly, the legend is communicated through Sikh iconography. In Punjab one can see 

pictures of Mother Gujri, or of the two boys (and of course of the last guru) on the walls of private 
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homes, on posters, and in gurdwaras. Thirdly, the places where the different episodes took place, 

and items associated with these places, are important sites for Sikh historical and religious identity.  

The relevance of the norms conveyed by this story became apparent in August 1947 during the 

partition of India. When the new border between India and Pakistan was announced, Muslims 

scrambled to get across to Pakistan, while Hindus and Sikhs rushed to India. The scale of the violence 

in Punjab was immense, as we all know. But in the town of Malerkotla in the middle of Punjab 

everything remained calm.  

On my preparatory trip to Malerkotla, the special status of the town during partition seemed to be a 

very important element in the local identities. ”Muslims could escape to Pakistan or to Malerkotla,” 

several Sikh men told me as it was the most natural thing. My interviews and conversations with 

Punjabis in Malerkotla and in nearby towns and villages showed that people see the legend about 

Mother Gujri and her two martyred grandsons as the cause for the fact that the Sikh population 

resisted the general inter-religious violence and protected Muslims during the days of partition in 

1947. In short, it seems that a religious legend conveyed by children’s stories and colourful pictures 

in calendars, determined the behaviour of thousands of people in a situation akin to civil war.  

In conversations with local Punjabis about the Muslims of Malerkotla, I was careful not to refer to the 

legend before the interviewees brought up the issue on their own initiative. My questions were 

formulated in general terms. I presented myself as a historian of religion and I told the interviewees 

that the Muslim presence in the town had caught my interest. In most cases, this general 

introduction was enough to make people continue by themselves.  

Many would say things like: ”Yes, here in Malerkotla it is quite natural that there are Muslims,” or 

”We have always had Muslims here in Malerkotla,” implying that the rest of Punjab had experienced 

ethnic cleansing two generations earlier. When asked why there are Muslims here in the town, 

several of the interviewees would reply that this is just the natural state of affairs. Most people 

would end up with the story about Mother Gujri as the cause of this situation. 

Unfortunately, I have not had the opportunity to get on with the research in Malerkotla, but I am still 

hopeful that I can do this in the future, or give the task to a bright student. In any case, my example 

demonstrates that in order to understand the possible roles of religious norms in conflicts we need 

qualitative research. 

Sikh norms concerning inter-religious relations are handed down to new generations through 

popular historical writing, through the telling of stories in homes and in gurdwaras, as well as 

through graphic representations in popular art, such as the posters and calendars that are seen on 

walls when one visits Sikh homes in Punjab or in the diaspora. These types of sources cannot be 

understood without qualitative research of several kinds. 
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Firstly, one would obviously need to carry out fieldwork in order to understand how people think 

about and relate to inter-religious affairs today. Secondly, it would be necessary with a deep 

knowledge of local Sikh and Muslim religion and legends in order to understand the iconography and 

symbols conveying the norms and ideas that are relevant to people in Malerkotla. Thirdly, one would 

need to engage with popular history written in Punjabi and Urdu. Historical material gives important 

backgound to the Sikh gurdwaras and Muslim mosques and shrines in the area and these play a 

prominent role in inter-religious relations. Fourthly, one would need to work as a conventional 

historian because it is very likely that archival sources in English would add important perspectives to 

our understanding of the culture in these towns. Fifthly, a really deep study would need to look at 

Persian sources from Mughal times in order to give historical depth. 

My general point is that if we want to understand the management of religious and ethnic conflicts in 

India a number of demanding qualitative research methods are absolutely necessary. If the 

Norwegian Research Council follows the prevailing trend in research policy in the EU and treats the 

humanities and the interpretative social sciences as auxiliary to other approaches, the consequence 

will be that we can cancel our ambitions to understand complex cultural dynamics that shape the 

course of societal change in India.  

Thus, I would suggest that in the new research program, qualitative research is given high priority not 

as auxiliary to technology and natural science, but as research with importance on its own terms. 

Societal change stands in a complex relationship to cultural change, including religious change, and a 

credible and relevant research program needs sections or sub-programs devoted to qualitative 

research.  
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Annex 3 – Keynote speech delivered by Dr. Amita Baviskar 

Nature, Culture and Power in Everyday Life: New Directions for Research 

Thank you for inviting me to be a part of this workshop.  I have learnt a great deal from the papers 

presented yesterday on a range of thoughtful and innovative initiatives.  What I want to offer you 

today is in the nature of a supplement, seeking to expand the boundaries of what we choose to study 

and why.  It comes out of my own intellectual and political journey as a researcher of the cultural 

politics of environment and development, seeking to apply the insights and approaches of the 

disciplines of sociology and anthropology to the fast-changing social reality around us. 

The title of this workshop is ‘Managing Societal Change’ and all of us attempt to influence the 

direction and character of change in different ways.  Those of you at this conference who are more 

practice-oriented have developed different models, experiments at creating more efficient, sustainable 

and equitable alternatives to business as usual.  Others have undertaken research aimed at policy 

advocacy, working sometimes with the government, sometimes with civil society organisations of 

different kinds, campaigning for human rights for all.  Both, policy advocacy and the creation of 

development alternatives, in order to be influential require a fine-grained understanding of social 

change.  And it is this understanding of social change that my talk today tries to expand. 

I will first touch briefly on one aspect of understanding social change before moving on to the main 

substance of my talk.  Our definitions of poverty focus on deprivation and exclusion: from assets, 

livelihoods, social welfare and everything that goes to stifle human capabilities and entitlements.  Yet, 

we don’t often focus on the fact that deprivation and exclusion are not simply conditions, they are 

social relations.  The poor are poor because there are powerful social actors that render them poor and 

reproduce their poverty.  When we do focus on these powerful social actors, we concentrate almost 

exclusively on the state, what is often called its ‘lack of political will’, that is, on its elite capture and 

its fitful record of social welfare.  What we do not study are the rich and powerful sections of society.  

There are thousands of studies of poor tribals in forests and slum-dwellers in cities.  But how many 

studies do we have of those social groups who create and maintain their poverty and exploitation?  Of 

the relations of power between the poor and the workings of corporate finance, real estate developers, 

industrial business houses, or political families.  The challenge is that ‘studying up’ as it is called is 

extremely difficult.  You can stay in a Dalit village or a city slum and people will welcome you and 

share every aspect of your life with you, but the rich are harder to reach.  They can screen access and 
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they can censor your work (as the journalist who wrote Polyester Prince on the astonishing success of 

Dhirubhai Ambani found out).  But this is crucially important research, something that requires our 

ingenuity and most persistent efforts, if we are to ever understand what makes the poor poor.  

Studying the poor and thinking of how to make them lead more virtuous, more sustainable, more 

internally democratic lives, engineering better WUAs and VFCs, is surely only one part of the 

equation; why don’t we subject the rich to the same scrutiny and standards?  One outstanding 

exemplar of the kind of research I mean is the study by anthropologists and activists Felix Padel and 

Samarendra Das (slide 2-8) on Vedanta and its unsuccessful project to mine bauxite in the Niyamgiri 

hills in Orissa.  So, let us study up, let us examine the relations of power in which the poor and those 

who are supposed to protect and uphold their rights—that is, the state—are embedded, so that we can 

better fight against poverty and dispossession. 

Now I come to the main substance of my talk.  We are living within an unfolding global financial 

crisis, one that may perhaps finally bring an end to the triumphalist narrative of growth that we have 

been living with for more than 20 years: that growth is a necessary and sufficient condition for human 

welfare.  What the cult of growth has given us is ‘accumulation by dispossession’ as David Harvey 

calls it, a model of extractive industrialization and urbanization based on the forced acquisition of the 

assets of the poor, with the state playing a key, facilitating role.  Both rural and urban areas have 

witnessed great waves of privatization and commodification as water and land-based resources have 

been seized for SEZs, ports, mining, dams, steel plants, nuclear installations, and projects of bourgeois 

environmentalism in rural and urban areas: protected wilderness areas and ‘clean and green’ cities 

(slides 9-21).  The ensuing displacements have sparked off protests that have taken different 

ideological and strategic forms, social movements across different scales.   

But what is equally noticeable is the failure of protest, the absence of systematic mechanisms for 

listening to people and addressing their concerns.  We live in the world’s largest democracy and yet 

electoral politics have made no discernible difference to this scenario.  Why is it that issues of 

displacement and human development don’t matter politically?  Around 300BC, Kautilya, the great 

political philosopher wrote a text called Arthashastra, a treatise on governance, where he described 

four modes of rule: saam, daam, danda, bhed.  Bhed was the strategy of dividing one’s enemies as, for 

example, with the urban squatters who when faced with displacement, often do not come together to 

defend their settlement, but are divided by state-devised criteria of eligibility for resettlement.  

Disciplining by dividing is the strategy of bhed.  Danda is repression, quite straightforward: ruling by 
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invoking the fear of punishment and state violence.  Daam is the strategy of buying off your 

opponents, neutralizing them by bribes and gifts.  But the first one—saam—is the subtlest of all.  

Saam means equal treatment, respectful negotiation, inclusion in public discussion and debate.  And 

this form of cooptation into the public sphere (slide 22: Nancy Fraser), which is both open-ended and 

ambiguous, is a crucial part of understanding the problem of consent—a classic conceptual problem as 

well as a political problem—why do people consent to their own exploitation? 

Understanding the problem of consent requires that we focus on everyday practices (not only the more 

dramatic, extraordinary moments of conflict and confrontation), on modes of thought and action that 

are routinized, ruled by habit and socialisation, where change happens slowly, subtly but powerfully.  

When we look at this realm of everyday life, I think we come closer to understanding how consent is 

produced.  How people are recruited to the project of development, seemingly of their own will.  And 

that is through the promise of inclusion, of saam—equal respectful treatment, that you’re as good as 

anybody else.  But you will ask: given the profound inequalities that shape life in India, how is the 

strategy of saam sustained?  I would argue that saam works by harnessing desires, by cultivating the 

dream of higher economic and social status as well as the desire to be a better moral being, it combines 

ideologies of self-improvement with the notion of inclusion in the public sphere.  The poor enrol 

themselves in these projects to have a better life: they save money, they send their children to English 

medium schools, they cling to the façade of respectability offered by so-called ‘white-collar’ jobs as 

security guards and courier delivery agents.  In western Madhya Pradesh, adivasis became bhagats.  In 

Delhi’s slums, as Asher Ghertner’s research shows, people threatened with displacement still 

subscribed to the idea that the CWG 2010 would beautify the city. 

But the biggest and most significant arena where the promise of inclusion beckons and where I believe 

the business of consent is settled is that of consumption.  Not only consumption of commodities like 

mobile phones, but most importantly, food, and the strategies of food processors and marketers as well 

as the media to tap the ‘fortune at the bottom of the pyramid’.  

In essence, food is a way of fulfilling a biological need—nutrition—within an ecologically and 

culturally defined context.  At the same time, it is a way of expressing one’s sense of self—

individually and collectively—in relation to the past, present and future.  Concerns about authenticity 

and belonging, taste and distinction, health and safety converge when food is at issue, as do embodied 

feelings like comfort, pleasure, craving and deprivation.  This constellation of ideas and emotions 

makes food a particularly rich site for exploring the diverse ways in which Indians construct cultural 
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identities at the cusp of imagined traditions and desired modernities.  I explore these processes of 

social formation—cultural being and becoming—by relating them to shifts in the modes of producing 

and consuming food.  I attempt to analyse some of these shifts through a selective discussion of 

changing food practices in post-Independence India.  I locate these changes in the context of the 

political economy of agriculture since the Green Revolution of the late 1960s and 1970s, a programme 

that radically reconfigured how and which foods are cultivated and consumed.  I shall go on to 

delineate the widening circuits of food as a commodity form within the home and outside, spanned by 

the growth of processed foods and the practice of ‘eating out’.  And I shall examine the multiple 

meanings that food conveys for different social groups by drawing upon three ethnographic vignettes 

from western India. 

Village India: On the road to urban lifestyles  

Kadmal village lies in the Nimar plains along the river Narmada in western Madhya Pradesh.  Its 

alluvial lands produce papaya and bananas, wheat and cotton, crops that make their way through the 

bustling town nearby to more distant markets.  Shobharam Patel owns ten acres of irrigated land in the 

village that he farms with his family.  They belong to the locally dominant Patidar caste and are 

regarded as being well-off.  Their comfortable circumstances are reflected in the food they eat.  Their 

day begins with sweet milky tea, boiled on a gas stove and slurped quickly out of saucers by Kamla 

and Guddi, Shobharam’s wife and sixteen-year-old daughter, who must then busy themselves with 

cleaning out the byre of their two buffaloes and one cow while Shobharam and his son Mohan go off 

to the fields.  The mid-day meal consists of tuvar dal (lentils) and wheat rotis (unleavened flat bread), 

which Kamla prepares alone since Guddi is menstruating and cannot enter the kitchen.  In the 

afternoon, their next-door neighbour Sunita drops in with her infant son and toddler daughter.  Sunita 

has had trouble producing breast-milk, so the child is on formula, heavily diluted with water to make 

the expensive tins last longer.  On this winter afternoon, Shobharam has brought in a sheaf of tender 

chickpea stalks fresh from the fields which the women peel and eat as they watch a serial on 

television.  The little girl has her own snack, her hand groping around the shiny foil packet for the last 

bits of spicy rice-flour sticks as she gazes at the screen.  Meanwhile Shobharam goes off to the row of 

shops along the road for a shave, followed by a leisurely halt at the chai (tea) shop, reading the 

newspaper and trading rounds of ‘cut-chai’—half-glasses that are easy on the pocket—with his 

fellow-men.  In the evening, as Shobharam sits down to eat maize rotis, brinjal curry and karhi 

(chickpea and yoghurt broth), he enquires about his son’s absence.  When Kamla tells him that Mohan 
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has gone  into town with his friends, he grunts, thinking to himself that the boys will probably end up 

in one of the ‘hotels’ that abut the bus-stand, splurging money on meat and perhaps even liquor, items 

that are strictly forbidden in their house. 

A generation ago, a family like Shobharam’s would have eaten the same food at home but would have 

processed and cooked it rather differently.  Food used to be cooked on an open hearth that was fired by 

dried cotton stalks and cow-dung cakes.  Maize was the staple and wheat a luxury, but all grain was 

ground into flour at home by the women before the advent of electricity in the village.  Salt, chillies 

and coriander seeds were the only everyday condiments, with oil and spices used sparingly and on 

special occasions.  Tea was offered only to guests and it was sweetened with jaggery, not sugar.  Milk 

was rarely drunk as such, but set into curds for making ghee and chhaachh (buttermilk).  A few 

seasonal vegetables like brinjals and broad beans were available only immediately after the monsoons 

and, even then, were not bought and sold but exchanged between neighbours and relatives.  Ready-

made and packaged snacks were unknown in the village; for women and children, fresh chilli pakoras 

(fritters with chickpea flour batter) were the sole and much-looked-for treat during visits to the weekly 

market in town.  Infants were breast-fed as a rule; if the mother could not feed the child, another 

lactating woman, usually from within the family, would.  And for all people of the Patidar caste, 

including men, eating meat and drinking liquor were taboo, unimaginable violations of their 

community’s dharma (righteous conduct, moral duty). 

While food practices in India have always been differentiated by region, religion, caste, class, age and 

gender, these aspects have undergone a wide set of shifts in the last thirty years or the space of one 

generation.  The expansion of irrigated agriculture that occurred with the Green Revolution resulted in 

sharp increases in the production of wheat and rice.  The subsidized spread of these cereals across the 

country through the Public Distribution System edged out dry-land grains like maize, ragi (finger 

millet), jowar (sorghum) and bajra (pearl millet) from local diets.  The rise in wheat and rice 

production was underwritten by massive state investment in agricultural infrastructure including 

marketing which, by the 1980s, had yielded a dense network of trade linking rural farms with the rest 

of the country.  These changes also facilitated the movement of off-season fresh produce from distant 

parts of the country to consumers in the cities.  Government-supported horticultural and dairy 

cooperatives were able to purchase capital-intensive inputs such as cold storage units and chilling 

plants that, along with faster transportation, were central to the White Revolution which, by 1988, had 

made India the largest producer of milk in the world.  Ten years later, meat and poultry production 
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also began to rise swiftly with the expansion of concentrated feeding operations on factory farms, and 

by 2008, the per capita consumption of chicken—the fastest-growing animal protein in India—had 

doubled from 1998.  Indians now not only eat more chicken, but also beef (cow and buffalo), goat and 

pig.  According to National Sample Survey data, in 2007, 42 per cent of Indians described themselves 

as vegetarians who do not eat eggs, fish or meat.  However, this group has been steadily diminishing 

over the last two decades as many households that were ‘strict vegetarians’ have begun to cook eggs at 

home, and a number have gone on to include poultry and meat in their culinary repertoire.  In the last 

decade, this move away from vegetarianism has been four times faster in rural areas. 

The shift towards agricultural produce that fetches higher prices in the market—wheat, rice, 

sugarcane, vegetables and fruit, dairy, poultry and meat—has not only changed the food that people 

eat but also the environment that they inhabit.  Intensive cultivation and transportation have now 

become the norm, requiring larger injections of fossil fuels, water and synthetic chemicals.  In several 

regions of the country, this form of food provisioning is no longer ecologically and economically 

sustainable; polluted and depleted water and soil have created a crisis in the countryside that directly 

affects farmers’ lives and livelihoods.  The most extreme manifestation of this crisis is the spate of 

suicides among farmers in agro-ecological settings as disparate as Punjab, Kerala and central 

Maharashtra and Karnataka.  The ecological transformation of agriculture also includes new risks for 

more dispersed populations, animal as well as human.  The new monocultures of crops and animals 

are highly susceptible to pests and diseases; epidemics like the avian flu that compelled the culling of 

millions of chickens in concentrated poultry factories reflect the changed vulnerabilities of crops as 

well as the people who grow and eat them.  The increased use of pharmaceuticals such as antibiotics 

and growth hormones in animal husbandry and horticulture brings an entirely new meaning to the 

Ayurvedic notion of food as medicine.  For instance, the hormone oxytocin which is used to induce 

labour in pregnant women is also injected into cows and buffaloes to raise milk yields and into 

vegetables to increase their size.  Since the use of oxytocin induces uterine contractions that are 

painful, milch cattle are given diclofenac, a powerful painkiller, now known to be responsible for the 

mass extinction of vultures in the subcontinent due to feeding on cattle carcasses containing this drug.  

The use of these chemicals is intrinsic to the logic of the new technologies of industrialized 

agricultural production that seek economies of scale and speed in order to maximize profits.  In the 

absence of effective food safety standards, factory and farm-owners are able to place profitability over 

health.  Thus, while the consumption of higher-value foods may suggest that some Indians are eating 
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better than ever, its impact on the environment and on health—that of plants, animals and humans—is 

proving to be more deleterious than ever.                

New products and processes 

Changes in government policy with economic liberalization in the 1990s resulted in significant foreign 

investment in agriculture and food processing.  While limited in scale, the entry of multinational firms 

such as Pepsi that entered into direct contracts with farmers for purchasing tomatoes for ketchup and 

potatoes for chips, brought horticulture into prominence, with better-off farmers taking to speciality 

crops—exotic vegetables and fruit such as bell pepper and baby corn, asparagus and artichoke, 

strawberries and kiwi—for sale in the affluent neighbourhoods and restaurants of big cities.  Reduced 

import duties and restrictions introduced new commodities to metropolitan grocery shelves, with New 

Zealand apples, Turkish pasta and Thai curry pastes figuring among the items to enter Indian homes.  

To make up the shortfall in the production of pulses and oilseeds—the two essential food groups 

whose cultivation was neglected by the Green Revolution—the government began to import lentils 

from Myanmar and palm oil from Malaysia to distribute through the Public Distribution System.  The 

volume of agricultural produce imported into and exported from India’s ports reflects the pervasive 

presence of these global food commodity chains that touch the lives of not only the elite but also the 

poor.  At the same time, Indian corporate firms have begun to purchase land in Africa in order to 

supply agricultural products and other primary goods to the ‘mother country’.  These new resource 

flows, reminiscent of colonialism, signal the emergence of India and China as the world’s most 

populous nations whose growing prosperity fuels domestic appetites at the expense of food for more 

needy people elsewhere.     

While reconfigured regulatory regimes and new institutional arrangements have played a major role in 

changing food availability, simultaneous innovations in packaging technology have also been crucial.  

The biggest breakthrough for producers of FMCG (fast-moving consumer goods such as snacks) was 

the development in the 1990s of metallized polymer films that replaced the more expensive aluminium 

foil packaging and proved to be equally airtight and eye-catching.  This technology makes it possible 

to sell small sachets of processed foods such as corn crisps and instant coffee, as well as masticants 

such as pan masala and chewing tobacco, at low prices to customers who cannot afford to buy large 

volumes at one go.  These bright metallic-coloured packages are now ubiquitous in urban and rural 

shops and, being non-bio-degradable, contribute substantially to the solid waste burden of the country.  
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The consumers for these new food commodities thus include not only the burgeoning middle classes 

to whom has flowed the lion’s share of the gains from economic growth, but also the working classes 

who can now, in a modest way, enjoy some of the same pleasures as the class above them.  In a nation 

still defined by sharp economic and social disparities, this convergence of consumption styles—

similarities in form if not always in substance or quality—is celebrated in the media through numerous 

television advertisements that resonate with the aspirations of subaltern classes for upward mobility.   

The proliferation of packaged foods extends not only across classes but also the urban-rural 

continuum.  The association of these foods with modernity—signalled not only by the packaging but 

also by advertising campaigns that stress convenience and hygiene while also appealing to the 

premium placed on instant gratification in the present—has created new demands among rural social 

groups for whom consuming products such as potato chips and instant noodles would have been 

previously unthinkable.  At the same time, however, the preference for processed foods can also be 

seen within a traditional matrix of food values where refined foods rich in fat and sugar are associated 

with affluence.  Their consumption thus speaks not only to the desire to be modern but also appeals to 

a long-standing sensibility which regards fried and sweet foods as luxuries.  Although the nutritional 

content of most packaged foods is generally inferior to that which is local and freshly cooked, these 

foods are steadily becoming a larger part of Indian diets, as is the case around the world.  The rise of 

obesity, diabetes and heart diseases among affluent Indians, especially children, is directly attributable 

to lifestyles where processed foods rich in refined sugars and fats have come to dominate the palate.   

For Indians across the country, food is not only a source of nutrition, it is medicine, a mode of 

worship, and a marker of social relations.  Yet, for those at the very bottom of the social pyramid, the 

sheer dearth of nourishing food makes its cultural meanings that much more tenuous.  Clinical signs of 

chronic under-nutrition are visible in 33 per cent of India’s population. UNICEF reports that 47 per 

cent of all Indian children under five years are underweight or severely underweight, indicating the 

presence of chronic malnourishment, the high incidence of which among children is an indicator of 

poor maternal health and nutrition as well.  The figure is higher for girls, for children in rural areas, 

and among Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. While there have been notable strides in 

improving children’s access to nutritious food through state welfare programmes such as the 

anganwadis (day care centres) and the school mid-day meals, a recent review by the World Bank 

observes that these schemes do not address a fundamental issue, viz. parents’ inability to provide 

adequate food at home.  With economic liberalization, the Public Distribution System which provided 
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basic food provisions and cooking fuel at subsidised rates to all citizens was down-sized into a 

‘targeted’ programme, focusing only on low-income groups but in a manner that excluded many needy 

people.  The incidence of under-nutrition is especially acute in Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, 

Rajasthan, Maharashtra and Orissa, and is closely linked to poverty and the lack of assets and incomes 

that allow people to grow or buy food. 

Khodamba village lies in the mountain ridges that flank the Narmada river’s flow along the south-

western border of Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra.  Its population of Bhil adivasis (members of 

Scheduled Tribes) cultivates small patches of hill land that they plant with maize, jowar and bajra, 

three kinds of pulses, groundnut and sesame, small millets and hill rice, chillies, pumpkin and beans in 

an intricate mosaic of mixed cropping.  Most households own draught bullocks, the occasional cow, 

several goats and hens.  They also fish in the river in the summer months but do not catch much.  The 

forest is more forthcoming: each season yields different fruit and vegetables, besides other useful 

produce. In Vanjaria’s house, the availability of food ebbs and flows with the seasons and from year to 

year.  The monsoons are the worst.  That’s when the children die, when the stored stock of grain from 

the previous year runs out, prices rise and the money earned from migrant work in the summer no 

longer suffices.  Meanwhile, there is the hard labour of ploughing, planting and weeding to be done, 

far harder to accomplish on an empty stomach.  Vanjaria’s wife Kandli will coarsely grind a fistful of 

corn kernels, boil them into a soup that’s fermented overnight to make raabdi—a filling meal, though 

nowhere as nutritious as jowar roti and dal spiked with chillies and salt which they manage to eat 

during the post-monsoon months.  If the harvest has been good that year—and the rains tend to fail 

every third or fourth year—Vanjaria’s family will stay in the village through the year, cooking the 

occasional chicken to provide hospitality to visiting relatives, and sacrificing a goat once every year or 

so to propitiate their gods and ancestors, or to celebrate a marriage.  These ritual occasions culminate 

in major feasts, where fiery goat curry is eaten with roti or jowar ghaat (sorghum meal), washed down 

with liquor from mahua flowers collected from the forest.  These are considered to be good times, 

when the stock of food in the granary will last for several months and when the crop of pulses and 

oilseeds yields enough to be sold for some cash.   

When the rains fail, Vanjaria, his wife and their four children—including one still feeding at Kandli’s 

breast, migrate around the time of Diwali to the irrigated areas of Gujarat to earn a living.  They go 

with a tin canister full of flour that Kandli has ground for days ahead; food is expensive at their 

worksite and every rupee earned must be stretched to the utmost.  They work in cotton and tobacco 
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fields, sometimes picking vegetables, sometimes cutting sugarcane—earning thirty to forty rupees a 

day, living in a shack which offers some shelter and safety for their meagre belongings—bedding, the 

tin canister, clay griddle, battered aluminium saucepan and plates, and the sickle that serves as an all-

purpose knife.  They are surrounded by prosperity—the village shops by the roadside are bursting with 

all manner of colourful packets—but they must suppress their desires.  The children, in particular, look 

longingly at the goods on offer but that remain beyond their means.  In their own village, Khodamba, 

they could go into the forest and find delicious titbits like tendu fruit, amla, green mango or ber 

(berries); there is nothing to be gleaned or gathered in this setting where everything costs money.  

When Vanjaria gets his family’s weekly wages, his purchases include some tea dust and sugar for 

Kandli, bidis (country cigarettes) for himself and a packet of cheap glucose biscuits for the children—

small indulgences that they can ill-afford.  In the chilly morning, Kandli brews the tea and gives a 

plateful each to her children huddled around the hearth, who concentrate silently as they drink the 

dark, sugary liquid.  They will not get a hot meal till the end of the day.  

Poverty amidst plenty, a population where some people are stuffed and others starve (to quote from 

the title of Raj Patel’s book on global food inequality) – the existing and ongoing research on food 

generally does not bring these two realities together.  The ferocious battles between government policy 

makers and food rights activists over the enactment of legislation that would secure for a bare 

minimum for most poor households going on right now testify to the importance of food as a potent 

socio-political issue, yet scholarly discussion is dominated by economists such as Utsa Patnaik and 

Jean Dreze, with sociologists, anthropologists and historians noticeably missing.  I would therefore 

like to end by urging scholars looking for fruitful fields to work on to think seriously about food as a 

way of mapping the changing cultural and ecological landscapes in India.  In this talk, I have sketched 

some of these changes to, I hope, whet your appetite for new directions in research.  To paraphrase 

Claude Levi-Strauss, food is not about what is good to eat, or perhaps not only about what is good to 

eat, it is about what is good to think.     
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Annex 4 – ‘Bhopal 2011: Landscapes of Memory’ Book Launch 

Amritha Ballal, Space Matters, India and Hans Christie Bjønness, NTNU, Trondheim 
 

The city of Bhopal was the site of the gas tragedy of 1984, considered to be the worst 

industrial disaster in the world. The abandoned site of the tragedy, the Union Carbide 

Factory in Bhopal is a repository of history and stories that need to be told. Its relevance 

concerns questions of power, justice and sustainability - social and ecological. The 2011 

symposium and workshop in Bhopal raised and addressed these questions with a focus on 

the possible transformation of the site into a place of remembrance and a resource for the 

local community and city.  

‘Bhopal 2011: Landscapes of Memory’ is the documentation of the issues raised at 

Bhopal2011. Through the case of Bhopal, this publication explores how engagement of sites 

with a painful legacy from the past that raise troubling yet relevant questions in the present 

can contribute to a better understanding of our times.  

 The Research Council of Norway and NTNU are key sponsors and partners for The 

Bhopal2011 workshop and symposium and this publication. Bhopal2011 was a joint initiative 

of SpaceMatters, Modern Asian Architecture Network and The International Committee for 

the Conservation of Industrial Heritage.  It was supported by University of Gothenburg, 

School of Planning and Architecture- Bhopal and University of Kyoto 

Amritha Ballal (Editor and Organiser of Bhopal 2011) and Hans Christie Bjønness (Advisory 

Committee for the book and Project Leader at NTNU) launched the book and brought 

attention to the ongoing efforts for research and development in Bhopal and stressed on 

focusing on the ‘continuing disaster’. They explained that contaminated ground water and 

the contamination present at the site continues to pose a hugehealth  risk to communities 

living in close proximity and others in the city. They highlighted the establishment of a 

network of engagement in Bhopal as a result of the Bhopal symposium, which ranges from 

global universities, researchers, multilateral agencies such as UNESCO to the local and 

national state. This presents a unique opportunity of making lasting change, one which 

should be realized at the earliest.  

The book was formally handed over to the representative of the Research Council and the 

Keynote speakers. 
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Annex 5 – Some feedbacks from the participants 

 

Fra: Amita Baviskar [amita.baviskar@gmail.com] 

Sendt: 24. juni 2012 18:03 
Til: Tanu Priya Uteng 

Kopi: per.chutko@svt.ntnu.no 
Emne: Re: Reimbursement Form 

Dear Tanu, 

 

It isn't often that a workshop with such diverse participants turns out to be so engaging, stimulating 

and fun! I had a wonderful time in Trondheim, thanks to you. It was enjoyable not only because of the 

chance to talk to a range of interesting people but also thanks to the huge behind-the-scenes effort that 

you and your colleagues must have put in for providing us with such gracious hospitality.  

 

Organizational work is tedious and tiresome, and I'm grateful (as are so many of the other participants) 

that we were privileged to be its beneficiaries. The sightseeing and the nice dinners added to the sense 

of camaraderie.  

 

I hope you also feel satisfied that the workshop generated the kind of ideas that you were looking for 

in terms of the Research Council. 

 

Thank you so much for everything. I look forward to keeping in touch. 

 

Warmly, 

Amita  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 
Fra: moushumi basu [moushumi.basu@gmail.com] 
Sendt: 22. juni 2012 13:59 
Til: Tanu Priya Uteng; Ragnhild Lund 
Emne: Thanks 
 
Dear Tanu and Ragnhild, 

 

You've been such wonderful hosts - really appreciated the meticulous planning and the attention paid 

to the smaller and finer details- and while we are all back home, I know both of you are still working 

hard at finalising the report. 

 

Hoping to see you in India soon. 

 

Thanks and regards 

Moushumi 
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Fra: Usha Nayar [usnayar@gmail.com] 

Sendt: 22. juni 2012 14:36 
Til: Tanu Priya Uteng 

Emne: Re: Feedback 

Dear Raghnild & Tanu,  

 

My heartfelt congratulations to you and whole team for organizing such a thoughtful workshop. 

 

I am grateful to you all for giving me the opportunity to participate in it, as this workshop provides 

useful inputs to the research council in shaping the research agenda for Norway-india collaboration for 

future. 

 

In my view the selection of themes was very relevant and doable for collaboration between scholars 

with the Universities that have common vision and mission of people centered societal changes and 

development. The themes were both theoretical and had applied components to debate and discuss at 

length by the participants. 

 

You selected prominent experts representing not only the themes but also regions, rural, urban and 

tribal base in India and high ranked established Universities and Non governmental organizations from 

the field.I am happy that you could make such a selection of participants with purposefulness to match 

the objectives of the workshop even gender equity in small group was a reality. 

I made a positive note of that from Norway too there was representation of those scholars who worked 

in India on serious social science research issues.  

 

It was heartwarming that you combined the senior and seasoned scholars with young enthusiastic and 

committed scholars to make presentations. 

 

The workshop was very balanced, of course, for such a theme one finds two days was too short a time, 

it could have been for three days. In any way I hope both Norwegian and Indian scholars have 

networked between and within their countries and I am sure they would get opportunities to work 

together. 

 

I enjoyed the visit to museum and city tour with historical commentary. In fact that reminds me that 

approach of collaboration between Norwegians and Indian researchers would have solid base of local 

knowledge in global context that Norwegians bring their expertise to preserve local historical context 

and that will be a value addition for Indians to scientifically document their local knowledge to 

preserve and play constructive role to count upon people than just counting people in India. 

 

With best regards, 

 

Warmly, 

Usha S. Nayar 

Professor, 

Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai India 
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Fra: Smita Mishra-Panda [smitafem@gmail.com] 

Sendt: 21. juni 2012 20:54 
Til: Ragnhild Lund; Tanu Priya Uteng 

Kopi: rameshbabubyrapaneni@yahoo.co.in; renukhosla@cureindia.org; amritha@spacematters.in; 
geetamt@civil.iitd.ac.in; geetamt@gmail.com; joykjjoy@gmail.com; Susmita.s@cddindia.org; 

moushumi.basu@gmail.com; amit0304@mail.jnu.ac.in; amita.baviskar@gmail.com; anoops@iitk.ac.in; 

rohit.jigyasu@gmail.com; yamini.narayanan@gmail.com; p.g.price@iakh.uio.no; a.e.ruud@ikos.uio.no 
Emne: feedback 

Dear Ragnhild/Tanu, 

 

Thanks for inviting me to the workshop. I benefited from my participation. 

 

I know what it takes to organise a workshop in such a short notice. Congratulations for doing you best 

successfully. 

 

I would like to give one feedback: 

 

We needed to have more visibility and participation of the Research Council, Foreign Ministry and 

Embassy representatives. That would have helped us to discuss and provide directions on some 

concrete subjects/topics for possible funding.  

 

thanks and regards 

Smita Mishra 
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Fra: Ragnhild Madland [ragnhild.madland@uia.no] 

Sendt: 22. juni 2012 13:43 
Til: Tanu Priya Uteng 

Kopi: Ragnhild Lund 
Emne: RE: Feedback  

Dear Organizers of the INDEMB workshop in Trondheim, June 2012-06-22 

I would like to congratulate you on a very well organized and successful workshop. I am grateful for 

the opportunity I was given to participate in the workshop. Thank you for making it such a worthwhile 

experience! 

The workshop was relevant and very helpful. I especially liked your selection of keynote speakers and 

enjoyed the informative sessions. I benefitted from gaining new knowledge, and also from meeting old 

colleagues and getting new contacts. I believe the workshop really managed to highlight the future 

streams of research that we may expect and contribute to in the years to come.  

Thanks for all you did to make it possible. 

Warm regards, 

Ragnhild Madland 

PhD student, International Management 
 

University of Agder 
Faculty of Economics and Social Sciences 

Service box 422 

4604 Kristiansand 
NORWAY 

 
Tel:0047 97564764 

E-mail:ragnhild.madland@uia.no 
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Fra: Jayanta Chatterjee [jayanta@iitk.ac.in] 

Sendt: 22. juni 2012 17:12 
Til: Tanu Priya Uteng; renukhosla@cureindia.org; amritha@spacematters.in; geetamt@civil.iitd.ac.in; 

geetamt@gmail.com; joykjjoy@gmail.com; Susmita.s@cddindia.org; 
rameshbabubyrapaneni@yahoo.co.in; moushumi.basu@gmail.com; amit0304@mail.jnu.ac.in; 

amita.baviskar@gmail.com; anoops@iitk.ac.in; rohit.jigyasu@gmail.com; 

yamini.narayanan@gmail.com; p.g.price@iakh.uio.no; a.e.ruud@ikos.uio.no; 
ragnhild.madland@uia.no; sidsel.roalkvam@sum.uio.no; anne.waldrop@hioa.no; 

geir.heierstad@ikos.uio.no; k.b.nielsen@sum.uio.no; julia@julia-king.com; usnayar@gmail.com; 
mmahata@devalt.org 

Kopi: per.chutko@svt.ntnu.no; ragnhild.lund@svt.ntnu.no 

Emne: RE: Feedback  

Dear Tanu Priya and Ragnhild, 

 

It was amazing how inspite of such short notice the conference was so superbly organised and was 

intellectually an ensemble of such high order! 

 

The social events and off-conference activities were equally rewarding because of intense, open 

communication among the participants, so ably encouraged by both of you. You created a genuine 

warm environment (to compliment the rains) for good confluence of ideas to flourish. 

 

I am sure an inspiring Indo-Norwegian Research Agenda will emerge from these deliberations. 

 

Livelihood Innovation, Mobility, Clean and Green Economics, Rural Urban Symbiosis and Inclusion 

generated interesting cross disciplinary research possibilities. 

 

Many interesting sessions happened in parallel. It would have been nice if the presentations were 

recorded and uploaded to a sharing site. Perhaps an aggregation/critical comments at the end of each 

day by session reporters can be planned for the next encounter. 

 

We, from IIT Kanpur, sincerely hope that further bi-lateral and multi-lateral opportunities will emerge 

from this conclave that you so ably orchestrated. 

 

Cheers!  

 

Jayanta Chatterjee, 
Professor-IME & Design, 

HOD-IME Department 
IIT Kanpur,PIN 208016. 

www.iitk.ac.in/ime/jayanta 

Facebook : jciitk 

 

  

https://webmail.ivt.ntnu.no/owa/redir.aspx?C=ffc6572522fc4df78de27be7ebd45475&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.iitk.ac.in%2fime%2fjayanta
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Fra: Joy KJ [joykjjoy2@gmail.com] 

Sendt: 22. juni 2012 08:37 
Til: Tanu Priya Uteng 

Kopi: ragnhild.madland@uia.no; per.chutko@svt.ntnu.no; ragnhild.lund@svt.ntnu.no; Pamela 
Gwynne Price 

Emne: Re: Feedback 

Dear Tanu, Ragnhild and Chutko,  

 

I reached home yesterday (21st) early morning. 

 

First of all thank you very much for inviting me to this important workshop. I enjoyed most of the 

sessions. It was well organised and I know it takes a lot of time, energy to organise international 

workshops/conferences and that too within a short time.  

 

I thought probably some of the presentations on technology (related to energy/sustainable 

development/livelihoods) could have been little more socially embedded. 

 

It would have been good if there was little more time available for discussions in the parallel sessions. 

of course this is a perpetual problem in any workshop and I would say within the time limits the 

discussions were pretty sharp and interesting. Also, the level of participation was very good though the 

participants came from pretty diverse backgrounds. 

 

It also gave me an opportunity to connect with a few people like Pamela, Haakon Lein and so on who 

are specifically interested in water issues. 

 

I sincerely hope that a good research agenda emerges from this exercise and there would be a long 

term engagement with some of the critical issues that we discussed during the workshop. 

 

Warmly 

 

Joy  
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Annex 6 – Conference Schedule 

Annex 7 – Conference Poster  

Annex 8 – Book of Presentations in Pdf format (separate file) 
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Parallel sessions - 18th June: 

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 
Chair: Lars Øystein Widding, NTNU  

Transition to a Sustainable Energy System  

Economic and Institutional Aspects of Renewables – Anoop Singh, IIT Kanpur, India 

Scalable Business Models for Access to Energy –  Manoj Mahata, Technology and 

Action for Rural Advancement (TARA), India 

A brief overview of the Links project– Christian Skar, NTNU 

Chair: Rolee Aranya, NTNU 

Urban Management 

Pani..Potties..Makaan...aur Ajeevika (Water..Toilets..Houses and Livelihoods): 

About Mainstreaming Slums – Renu Khosla, Centre for Urban and Regional 

Excellence (CURE), India  

Challenges to provision of sustainable Community Based Sanitation – Susmita 

Sinha, CDD Society, India 

Disaster Management   

Mainstreaming Disaster Risk Reduction into Urban Development in India: Towards 

an Integrated Approach –Rohit Jigyasu, Indian Institute for Human Settlements, 

India  

Rehabilitation of Bhopal Gas Tragedy precinct: A case for action research – Amritha 

Ballal, Space Matters, India  

 

HEALTH AND LIVELIHOODS 
Chair: Geir Arild Espnes, NTNU 

Mental Health and Community Health  

How can Health Promotion (HP) strengthen people's health, and can HP prevent the 

epidemic of Noncommunicable Diseases: Case of India-Norway-Australia 

Collobaration (INA) –Rameshbabu, Medwin Hospital, India 

Communication, Ethics and Technologies in Health Promotion–Heidi Gilstad, NTNU  

Happiness, yoga and active aging in a globalized world: Discourses on human 

wellbeing and development in the life course – Ingunn Hagen, NTNU  
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Livelihoods  

Scaling up the Understanding of Linkages between Mobilities and Livelihoods in 

India –Tanu Priya Uteng, Rambøll Norge 

Mobility Policies in Indian Cities and its Impact on Livelihoods –Geetam Tiwari, IIT 

Delhi, India  

Re-Assignment of E-waste  Using Constructive Design Research Exploring new 

livelihood from Waste Management – Jayanta Chatterjee, IIT Kanpur, India 

 

Parallel sessions - 19th June: 

CONFLICT MANAGEMENT 
Chair: Ragnhild Lund, NTNU 

Distributive Justice 

Water Conflicts in India: A Milliion Revolts in the Making –K.J. Joy, SOPPECOM, India  

Mineral Based Economic Development and Consequences on Bottom of the 

Pyramid: Some Insights from Odisha –Haribandhu Panda, Human Development 

Foundation, India 

Extraction of Natural Resources and Patterns of Industrialization –Rune Skarstein, 

NTNU 

Environmental Insecurity 

The Violent Trajectories of Growth in Globalising India–Moushumi Basu, JNU, India 

“Health in the green economy”, or with man in mind – Sidsel Roalkvam, SUM, UiO 

Monsoon gambling and scheme manoeuvring: (how) is climate change important 

for rural India? – Guro Aandahl, NIBR 

 

SOCIETY, CULTURE AND ENVIRONMENTAL CHALLENGES 

Chair: Arild Ruud, UiO 

Growth-related Challenges 

Elections and Inclusive Growth –Arild Ruud, UiO 

Corporate Social Responsibility – Ragnhild Madland, Uniersity of Agder 

Social Inclusion and Exclusion  

Entitlements, Ideology and Resources –Pamela Price, UiO 

Mobility and Vulnerability among Tribals in Odisha: Pertinent Issues – Smita Mishra 

Panda, Human Development Foundation, India  
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Religion, Ethics and Power      

Religious Symbolism and the Politics of Space Development: The case of Manushi 

Swachha Narayani in Delhi city –Yamini Narayanan, Deakin University 

The role of religion in social stability, change and conflict in India– Torkel Brekke, 

UiO 

 

PANEL DISCUSSION 

 

Tentative Program 

18th June 
 10:00 – 10:30  Welcome Add. by Kari Melby, Prorektor, NTNU 

 10:30 – 11:15  1st keynote address by Dr. Amitabh Kundu, JNU, India 
- Social and Spatial Exclusion in India: Challenges to Sustainability 

 11:15 – 11:45   Discussion 

 11:45 – 12:00  Book Launch – Bhopal 2011 

 12:00 – 13:00  Lunch  

 13:00 – 14:00  Parallel sessions 
Sustainable Development / Health and Livelihoods  

 14:00 – 14:15  Tea Break 

 14:15 – 15:15  Parallel sessions contd. 
Sustainable Development / Health and Livelihoods  

 15:15 – 15:30  Tea Break 

 15:30 – 16:30  Parallel sessions contd. 
Sustainable Development / Health and Livelihoods  

 16:30 – 19:30  Sight seeing 

 19:30 onwards  Dinner  

 
19th June 

 10:00 – 10:45  2nd keynote address by  Dr. Amita Baviskar, Institute of Economic  
Growth, India 
- Nature, Culture and Power in Everyday Life: New Directions for 
Research 

 10:45 – 11:15  Discussion 

 11:15 – 11:30   Information on filling out of reimbursement form 

 11:30 – 12:30   Lunch 

 12:30 – 13:45  Parallel sessions 
Conflict Management / Society, Culture and Environmental Challenge  

 13:45 – 14:00  Tea Break 

 14:00 – 15:15  Parallel sessions contd. 
Conflict Management / Society, Culture and Environmental Challenge  

 15:15 – 15:30  Tea Break 

 15:30 – 16:30  Panel Discussion 

 16:30 – 19:30  Sight seeing 

 19:30 onwards   Dinner  
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KEYNOTE SPEAKERS: 

Amitabh Kundu, Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU), India - Social and Spatial Exclusion in 

India: Challenges to Sustainability 

Amita Baviskar, Institute of Economic Growth, India - Nature, Culture and Power in 

Everyday Life: New Directions for Research 

 

PANEL DISCUSSANTS: 

Usha Nayar, TISS, Mumbai, India 

Anne Kristine Waldrop, HiOA, Norway 

Geir Heierstad, UiO, Norway 

Julia King, London Metropolitan University, UK 

Kenneth Bo Nielsen, UiO, Norway 

 

CLOSING REMARKS: 

Ragnhild Lund, NTNU, Norway 

 

 

 

 

 

Trondheim June 4, 2012 

Tanu Priya Uteng, Ph.D. Ragnhild Lund, Ph.D. 

Advisory Committee  Professor, Dept. of Geography, NTNU  
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/Welcome to the INDEMB Workshop 2012, hosted by the Department of Geography, 
NTNU. High profiled Indian and international guests and speakers are invited to con-
tribute and participate in discussions and debates on topics related to managing so-
cietal changes in India. 

The workshop starts with keynote speaker Dr. Amitabh Kundu on 18th June 10.00 in 
auditorium D2, followed by parallel sessions with presentations from Indian and inter-
national speakers in room D12 and D14. 

On the 19th we start at 10.00 with a speech by Dr. Amita Baviskar in auditorium D2. 
We continue with parallel sessions with presentations from Indian and international 
speakers in room D12 and D14. 

The day program at Dragvoll Campus is free and open to all! 

VISIT THIS WEBSITE FOR FURTHER DETAILS AND PROGRAM:

http://www.ntnu.edu/geography/indiaworkshop2012

Dr. Amitabh Kundu, Professor of Economics at the Centre for the Study of Regional 
Development and Dean of the School of Social Sciences at Jawaharlal Nehru Univer-
sity, New Delhi, has been a Visiting Professor at University of Amsterdam, Maison des 
Sciences de L’homme, Paris, University of Kaiserslautern and South Asian Institute Hei-
delberg, Germany. 

He has undertaken International Consultancies for UNDP, UNESCO, UNCHS, ILO, Go-
vernment of Netherlands, University of Toronto, Sasakawa Foundation etc. He has wor-
ked as Director at various institutes such as National Institute of Urban Affairs, Indian 
Council of Social Science research and Gujarat Institute of Development Research. 

Currently he is in the Editorial Board of Manpower Journal, Urban India, Journal of Edu-
cational Planning and Administration, Indian Journal of Labour Economics. He has abo-
ut twenty five books and two hundred research articles, published in India and abroad, 
to his credit. His recent books are Science, Religion and Development: Advancing the 
Discourse (Ed. with Mariam Tai), India: Social Development Report (Chief Editor), Ox-
ford University Press, Handbook of Urbanisation, (with Sivaramakrishnan and Singh) 
OUP, ICT for Human Development: Towards Building a Composite Index for Achieving 
the Millennium Development Goals, UNDP, Inequality, Mobility and Urbanisation: China 
and India (Ed.), Manak Publications, Informal Sector in India, (Ed. with Sharma), In-
stitute for Human Development, Poverty and Vulnerability in a Globalising Metropolis: 
Ahmedabad, (Ed. with Mahadevia), Manak. 

Dr. Amitabh Kundu

Dr. Amita Baviskar
Amita Baviskar is an Associate Professor of Sociology at the Institute of Economic 
Growth, Delhi.  Her research focuses on the cultural politics of environment and de-
velopment.  Her first book In the Belly of the River: Tribal Conflicts over Development 
in the Narmada Valley (Oxford University Press) discussed the struggle for survival by 
adivasis in central India against a large dam.  Her subsequent work further explores 
the themes of resource rights, subaltern resistance and cultural identity.  She has edi-
ted Waterlines: The Penguin Book of River Writings (Penguin India); Waterscapes: The 
Cultural Politics of a Natural Resource (Permanent Black); Contested Grounds: Essays 
on Nature, Culture and Power (Oxford University Press); and Elite and Everyman: The 
Cultural Politics of the Indian Middle Classes (with Raka Ray, Routledge).  She is cur-
rently writing about bourgeois environmentalism and spatial restructuring in the context 
of economic liberalization in Delhi.  Amita Baviskar has taught at the University of Delhi, 
and has been a visiting scholar at Stanford, Cornell, Yale and the University of Califor-
nia at Berkeley.  She is co-editor of the journal Contributions to Indian Sociology.  She 
was awarded the 2005 Malcolm Adiseshiah Award for Distinguished Contributions to 
Development Studies, the 2008 VKRV Rao Prize for Social Science Research, and the 
2010 Infosys Prize for Social Sciences.

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

Title: Social and Spatial Exclusion in India: Challenges to Sustainability

Title: Nature, Culture and Power in Everyday Life: New Directions for Research
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